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Headquarted in Casablanca (Morocco), ICDT is the Subsidiary Organ
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) which has been en-
trusted by the COMCEC with the organization and follow-up of the
trade fair of OIC Member States with a view to developing and promo-
ting trade and investment among the 57 OIC Member Countries.

ICDT was created by the third Islamic Summit Conference held in Makkah

Al Moukarramah in Rabi Al Awal 1401 January 1981 with the objectives:

. To encourage regular trade exchanges among Member States;

. To Promote investments likely to develop trade flows ;

. To contribute to the promotion of Member States’ products and encourage access to foreign market;
. To promote trade information ;

. To assist Member States in the fields of Trade Promotion and International negotiations ;

. To extend assistance to enterprises and economic operators.

The action of I.C.D.T is focusing on six main axes:

Trade Promotion

¢ To promote contacts between Member States’ Businessmen;

¢ To ensure the promotion of Member States’ production by regularly holding the Islamic Trade Fair and
specialized showrooms;

e To assist Member States with creating and organizing Export Promotion Centres ;

¢ To extend consultancy and expert services to Member States in the field of trade promotion.

Trade Information

¢ To collect and disseminate trade information;

¢ To Develop Trade data bases and facilitate their remote access ;

e To Assist Member states with setting up and organising documentation and information centres and
Trade Information Networks.

Investment Promotion

¢ To encourage intra-O.1.C investments;

e To promote foreign investments in the O.1.C Member States;

¢ To encourage partnership between Member States’ economic operators ;

¢ To provide consultancy and expert services to Member States in the area of investments promotion and
in particular export oriented investments.

Studies and Research

¢ To publish an annual report on Inter-Islamic Trade;

¢ To undertake sectorial product and market studies;

¢ To examine the ways and means likely to alleviate obstacles to trade among Member States.

Training
¢ To organize seminars and training sessions;
¢ To help Member States establish expert groups in the various fields of trade development.

International Negotiations
e Assist Member States in trade negotiations;
¢ To extend assistance to enterprises with a view to facilitating their adaptation to economic globalization.




MADAM LATIFA EL BOUABDELLAOQUI
APPOINTED DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE ISLAMIC CENTRE
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE (ICDT)

A SUMMARY OF HER CURRICULUM VITAE

Mrs. Latifa EI Bouabdellaoui took office as Director General of ICDT on February
2020. She was previously Director of International Trade Relations at the Ministry
of Industry, Trade and Green and Digital Economy of the Kingdom of Morocco
during 6 years starting from 2013. Mrs El Bouabdellaoui has a wide range of
expertise in the domain of Trade, in terms of developing Trade policies, leading
negotiations on Trade Agreements and implementing commercial and industrial
cooperation projects with international partners. During her career at the Ministry
of Industry, Trade and Green and Digital Economy of the Kingdom of Morocco,
she was the chief negotiator of Morocco for many trade-related matters under
COMCEC, League of Arab States, Agadir Agreement, European Union and Afri-
can Union Agreements. Before, Mrs. El Bouabdellaoui was Responsible at the
Department of Industry that contributes to the development of the industrial stra-
tegy. She is an industrial process engineer and has a Higher diploma in Manage-
ment of Organizations.
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EbpiTorIAL

The contribution of services in OIC Economies

-I-rade in Services has been representing, during the last 20 years, the most dynamic seg-
ment of international trade; that it has become difficult to imagine businesses today operating
without efficient services, such as ICT, tourism & travel, construction, leisure, culture, higher
education, transport, insurance and halal industry.

The services sector plays an important role in global value chains technology, investments
and the overall economic development. International Trade in Services has been given its le-
gal ground rules by the WTO’s General Agreements on Trade and Services (GATS), which has
allowed the WTO Members the flexibility to open their markets to foreign competition, thus
international trade in services has become the new frontier for expanding and diversifying
exports, providing significant opportunities for Developing and Least Developed Countries

(LDGCs).
Given the multifaceted contribution of services to national eco-
nomy and trade, and due to the new technologies revolutions ex-
The services sector perienced by different countries, among which the OIC Member
has had a big posi- States, the nature of trade in services has changed with regard
tive impact on the to the diverse economic map of the countries.
economies of the OIC
Member States as a The services sector has had a big positive impact on the econo-
whole. mies of the OIC Member States as a whole. Some of them are

playing a prominent role in the field of export as Malaysia, Tur-

key, Egypt, Indonesia, Morocco and Iran, which has made them

rank within the first 20 countries of exports of services; whereas,
Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Turkey, Egypt and Kuwait are among the first 15 countries
of imports of services. While there are many OIC Countries acting as exporters and importers
of services at the same time.

The services sector is not only a key part of the investment climate of the OIC Countries; it is
also an important component which contributes to the GDP growth and job creation. It further
provides crucial inputs for the rest of their economies. The telecommunication sector boom,
first based on a huge increase in mobile phone use, and now on a rapidly expanding internet
penetration, was witnessed in some OIC African Countries. Other OIC Asian Countries have
seen the sector contributing to their economic growth, owing to its overall productivity and its
export potential which has led to the GDP increase. The financial services have also begun
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to develop quickly in OIC Countries due to the innovative busi-
ness models that make full use of the increased penetration of the
communication technology (mobile financial transactions or mo-
bile banking). Tourism, in its turn is one of the fastest growing and
most dynamic sectors in many OIC Countries. According to the
World Tourism Organization, Africa’s international tourist arrivals
will double by 2030. Many OIC Countries have made efforts to
develop their business process outsourcing capabilities and have
pbecome among the top 100 outsourcing destinations as Egypt
and Morocco. Manufacturing, chemical and petroleum industries,
building materials, food processing and halal industry also have
contributed greatly to the development of the OIC’s economies.

According to some ICDT’s statistics, the trade in services of OIC
Member States accounted for about 9% of global trade in services
in 2018, which is equivalent to more than US $900 billion. Intra-
OIC trade, has recently recorded a significant increase, in which
the share of trade in services represents what can be described as
promising future prospects for completing the pillars of the trade
liberalization system among OIC Member States, and achieving
the overall goal of an advanced short-term free trade area and
a Common Islamic Market in the long term. However, there are
some obstacles hampering such a positive development.

The level of intra-OIC trade is still below the desired level, despite
the wealtiness of the Islamic world in energical reserves, and its
possession of agricultural and industrial qualifications... This is be-
cause of the several obstacles to the wide flow of trade, which can
be summed up in the lack of services classification, non availabi-
lity of data on services, lack of the experts specialized in the field
and the existence of few negotiations at the regional level. In this
context, the framework Agreement on the Trade Preferential Sys-
tem among OIC Member States (TPS/OIC) is considered as the
best way to overcome the most important obstacles associated

with tariff and non-tariff procedures. O3

Intra-OIC Trade
has recently
increased si-
gnificantly,

in which the
share of trade in
services repre-
sents what can
be described as
promising fu-
ture prospects
for completing
the pillars of the
trade liberali-
zation system
among OIC
Member States,
and achieving
the overall goal
of an advanced
short-term free
trade area and a
Common Isla-
mic Market in
the long term.
However, there
are some obsta-
cles hampering
such a positive
development.
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OIC’S ACTIVITIES

AT A GLANCE

HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF BAHRAIN RECEIVING H.E. THE OIC SECRETARY GENERAL
Discussion of the Kingdom of Bahrain’s sustained support to the OIC

H is Majesty, Hamad Bin Isa
Al-Khalifa, King of Bahrain,
laid stress on the importance of
the role which the OIC assumes
in the service of the Islamic Um-
mah’s causes and in furthering
solidarity among the Member
States in addition to boosting
tolerance, balance and mode-
ration. These were His Majesty’s

General, Dr. Yousef bin Ahmed
Al-Othaimeen, whom he recei-
ved at the Saferia Palace.

His Majesty the King wel-
comed H.E Dr. Al-Othaimeen
and congratulated him on the
fiftieth anniversary of the OIC
which he applauded for its dis-
tinctive achievements and for
its continued efforts under the
leadership of H.E. the Secretary
General to attune its operational
mechanisms, upscale its perfor-
mance, and strengthen coope-
ration among its Member States
in the economic, cultural, scien-
tific and religious fields.

rious aspects of cooperation
between the Kingdom of Bahrain
and the OIC, and discussed a
number of issues of common
interest for the Islamic Ummah
and the region.

On his part, H.E. the OIC Sectre-
tary General, Dr. Yousef bin Ah-
med Al-Othaimeen, expressed
his deep thanks and apprecia-
tion to His Majesty the King for
the warm welcome and hospita-
lity with which he had been sur-
rounded and for the role played
by the Kingdom of Bahrain un-
der the leadership of His Ma-
jesty as well as for its consistent

pronounced feelings when he
met with H.E. the OIC Secretary

Both parties reviewed the va-

support to the Organization and
its activities at all levels. OJ

SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN RECEIVING H.E THE 0IC SECRETARY GENERAL
Discussion of some regional and international issues

heikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
S Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the United Arabic Emirates Armed
Forces, received on January 271, 2020, at the Qasr
Al Bahr in Abu Dhabi, His Excellency Dr. Yousef bin
Ahmed Al-Othaimeen, Secretary General of the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Cooperation.

Both sides reviewed the conditions of the Islamic
world, the role played by the OIC in promoting joint
Islamic action and dealing with issues of concern to
Islamic countries and peoples. They also conveyed
the cultural and humanitarian message of the true
Islamic faith and tackled the relevant regional and
international issues. Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
stressed the UAE full support to the Organisation of

Islamic  Confe-
rence (OIC), its
unity and the _
work it does to [*#
serve the Isla-
mic world and
its peoples.

On his part,
H.E. the OIC
Secretary General praised the role played by the
United Arab Emirates in supporting the OIC activi-
ties and mission to achieve its goals in promoting
and strengthening the bonds of unity and solidarity
among Muslim peoples and preserving the noble

Islamic values. OJ
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THE 2" BRAINSTORMING SESSION ON COMPREHENSIVE REFORM OF THE 0IC
Dhaka, Bangladesh - February 19"-20%", 2020

nd B o
Reform of the i~

19-20 Febrya
ry, 2020
Dhaka, Bangladesh

O ver two days, February
19h-20", 2020, a second
brainstorming session on com-

prehensive reform of the OIC
was held in Dakha, capital of the

Peoples’ Republic of Bangla-
desh.

The Islamic Centre for Deve-
lopment of Trade (ICDT) took
part in this brainstorming ses-
sion, in which participated 35
Member States of the OIC and
10 of its affiliated Institutions.

According to Speakers both
brainstorming sessions held
bothin Jeddah and Dakha would
help to provide the Organization
with new ideas that would sup-
port the development of the re-
form programs and plans with a
view to meeting the challenges
of the 20" century.

The reform of the working me-
chanisms of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
is highly recommended as this
will energize the Organisation
and better address the chal-
lenges that lie ahead for the
Muslim world, especially, that
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) is invested,
being the second International
Organisation after the United
Nations, with a great importan-
ce, which endows its Members
with a dual responsibility, both
to save the brand image of the
Islamic world, and to achieve
the objective for which it was

created. OJ

ADHOGC WORKING GROUP ON THE DRAFT STATUTE OF THE WDO
The WDO Finalized its Statute at the OIC’s

On the occasion of the two-
day open-ended meeting
of the adhoc working group on
the draft statute and financial
and administrative regulations
of the Women’s Development
Organization (WDO), which was
held in Jeddah on 12-13 Ja-
nuary 2020, stress was made
on the importance of the mee-
ting’s focal message laying in
the interest that the OIC Mem-
ber States accord to the issues
of women’s development and to
the strengthening of their role in
achieving progress.

It is to be noted that already 14

L ity 2 e sl

==

States have ratified the WDQ'’s statute whose entry into force needs

15 ratifications. [}
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OUR ACTIVITIES

January-February 2020

H.E AMBASSADOR OF AZERBAIJAN ACCREDITED TO RABAT VISITING ICDT
Casablanca, 18 February 2020

-2y, o]
g |
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Madam Latifa EI Bouab-
dellaoui, Director General
of ICDT, received His Excel-
lency Oktay Sudef Ogly Gurba-

nov, Ambassador of the Repu-

blic of Azerbaijan accredited to
Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco,
on 18" February 2020 at ICDT’s
Headquarters in Casablanca.

On this occasion, both parties
discussed bilateral cooperation
and convened, after a fruitful
debate, that a Business Fo-
rum will be organized jointly by
ICDT and Azerbaijan Export &
Invest Promotion Foundation
(AZPROMO) in Baku during the
year 2020. Concerned Authori-
ties in Azerbaijan will be invited
to participate in the events that
ICDT will organize in 2020. Be-
sides, a ‘Special Issue on the
Economy of Azerbaijan’ and an

Interview with His Excellency the
Ambassador will be published in
«Tijaris», ICDT’s agazine, so as to
shed light on the existing bilateral
cooperation and to promote the
joint upcoming activities to be
organized in Azerbaijan, particu-
larly, in Gabala, the selected OIC
Tourism Capital for 2020.

At the end of the meeting, His
Excellency the Ambassador ex-
pressed his thanks to Madam
the Director General for her
warm welcome and reiterated
his willingness to collaborate with
ICDT in order to contribute to the
economic welfare of the Islamic

Ummah. OJ

ITFC CEO PAYING A GOURTEOUS VISIT TO ICDT’S HEADQUARTERS
Casablanca, 25 February 2020

o n the occasion of a high

level vist to the Kingdom
of Morocco, Eng. Hani Salem
Sonbol, CEO of the Internatio-
nal Islamic Trade Finance Cor-
poration (ITFC) paid a visit to
ICDT’s Headguarters in Casa-
blanca where he met with Ma-
dam Latifa El Bouabdellaoui,
Director General of the Islamic

Centre for Development of
Trade (ICDT), on February 25",
2020.

Potential areas of cooperation,
including capacity building pro-
grams and the Arab-Africa Tra-
de Bridges Program were top
subjects of discussions of both
parties.
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THE 18™ MEETING OF THE ECONOMIC COUNSELLORS OF
THE OIC COUNTRIES’ EMBASSIES ACCREDITED TO RABAT

A call for the strengthening of Intra-OlIC economic cooperation

spartofitsregular contacts
with the Embassies of the

Member States of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
accredited to the Kingdom of
Morocco, the Islamic Centre for
Development of Trade (ICDT) or-
ganized the 18" Meeting of Eco-
nomic Counsellors of the Em-
bassies of OIC Member States
accredited to the Kingdom of
Morocco, on January 22, 2020,
at the Sofitel Hotel «Garden of
Roses» Rabat.

This meeting was the adequate
opportunity for ICDT to present

the activities that it will organize
in 2020. The joint activities to be
organized by the Strategy and
Cooperation Department of the
IsDB jointly with ICDT were also
dwelt on.

ICDT also presented both the
preparations of the OIC’s par-
ticipation in Expo 2020 Dubai
and the Commercial Information
Network for Islamic Countries

(TINIC) to participants. (3

THE ISLAMIC CENTRE
FOR DEVELOPMENT
OF TRADE

THE TRADE AND INVESTMENT PARTNER IN
THE 0IC MEMBER COUNTRIES

Phone: 0522314974 - Fax: 0522310110
E-mail: icdt@icdt-oic.org
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OUR ACTIVITIES

January-February 2020

TRADE IN SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS’ TECHNIQUES IN OIC COUNTRIES
A testimony for ICDT for the work it provides for the sake of Intra-OIC Trade

W ithin the framework of
the technical assistan-
ce in the field of the activities of
the World Trade Organization
to the benefit of OIC Member
States, the Islamic Centre for
Development of Trade (ICDT)
and the Country Strategy and
Cooperation Department of
the Islamic Development Bank
(IsDB) organized in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Indus-
try, Trade, Green and Digital
Economy of the Kingdom of
Morocco a workshop on “Tra-
de in Services Negotiations’
Techniques in the OIC Member
Countries” on 12-13 February
2020 in Casablanca, Kingdom
of Morocco.

The workshop aimed at buil-
ding the capacity of OIC Mem-
ber States to negotiate in the
field of Trade in Services and
to promote trade in services at
the OIC level, so as to enable
them to boost intra-OIC trade
and assist OIC Member States
to achieve the objectives of the
OIC Ten-Year Plan 2016-2025,
namely, 25% of the share of in-
tra-OIC trade by 2025.

On this occasion, experts
from ICDT, IsDB, COMCEC,
SESRIC, WTO, UNCTAD, ITC,
and those from OIC Member
States made presentations on
the following topics:

- The General Agreement on
Trade in Services and WTO Ne-
gotiations;

- Trade development in services
negotiations;

- Impact of trade negotiations in
services on Private Sector;

- WTO Negotiations on e-com-
merce and investment facilita-
tion;

- Great Arab Free Trade Area
(GAFTA);

- African Continental Free Trade
Area;

- Prospects of Regional Inte-
gration of Trade in Services in
Developing Countries;

- Implications of Trade in Ser-
vices Negotiations on Trade of
African and Arab OIC Member
States;

- Trade in Services Negotiations
on Trade of Asian OIC Member
States;

- Trade in Services of OIC Me-
ber States;

- Services Sectors with High
Trade and prospects of trade
negotiations in the context of
the Trade Preferential System
among OIC Member States
(TPS/OIC);

- Case studies: Bilateral and
Multilateral trade in services:
Morocco, Pakistan, Senegal
and United Arab Emirates.

- Negotiations’ Techniques on
Trade in Services within the
WTO Framework;

- Case studies: how to elabora-
te/negotiate schedule of GATS
commitments? Morocco, Tur-
key and Egypt.

The training workshop closed
with recommandations made
after a fruitfull debate between

participants. £J
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MINISTRY OF ECONOMY ﬂ""wawml

INVESTING FOR THE FUTURE SHAPING GLOBAL INVESTMENT STRATEGIES
24 - 26 MARCH 2020, DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

AIM sheds light on new areas of Foreign Direct Investment

THE READY-MADE GARMENT (RMG) INDUSTRY
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
STARTED IN THE LATE 1970s AND BECAME
A PROMINENT PLAYER IN THE ECONOMY
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS
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IN FOCUS

THE 43" ISLAMIC COMMISSION FOR ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Review of the Economic, Social and Cultural Resolutions to be submitted to the CFM

he Director General of the

Islamic Centre for Development
of Trade (ICDT), Madam Latifa
El BOUABDELLAQOUI, partici-
pated in the 43™ session of the
Islamic Commission for Econo-
mic, Cultural and Social Affairs
(ICECS) which was held at the
OIC headquarters in Jeddah on
4-6 February 2020.

The opening session was mar-
ked with the opening speech of
His Excellency the OIC Secre-
tary General, Dr. Yousef bin Ah-
med Al-Othaimeen, which was
read out on his behalf by OIC
Assistant Secretary General for
Humanitarian, Social and Cultu-
ral Affairs, Ambassador Tarig Ali
Bakheet, in which His Excellency
Dr. Al-Othaimeen underlined that

the importance of the ICECS lies
in that it reviews all the economic,
social and cultural resolutions to
be submitted to the Council of
Foreign Ministers (CFM), which
will be held on 3-4 April 2020 in
Niamey - Republic of Niger.

Since the Council of Foreign Mi-

4 SESSION

nisters’ 46" session held in Abu
Dhabi, UAE, in 2019, conside-
rable progress has been made
on the programs, projects and
activities falling within the scope
of the Commission, especially as
regards cooperation in econo-
mic, scientific, technological, so-

cial, cultural and family areas. OJ

WORKSHOP ON SPREADING THE FAMILY BANK EXPERIENCE IN THE G5 SAHEL COUNTRIES

Supporting the efforts of the G5 African Sahel Countries in terms of
empowering women entrepreneurs

The General Secretariat of
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) in coordi-
nation with the Islamic Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industry
and Agriculture (ICCIA) held a
“Workshop on spreading the

Family Bank Experience in the
G5 Sahel Countries” on 19-
20 January 2020 in Jeddah,
King-dom of Saudi Arabia.

The workshop was organi-
zed with the aim to promote
the concept of family bank in

G5 African Sahel Countries
(Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger,
Mauritania and Mali) and to
support the efforts of the G5
African Sahel Countries in
terms of empowering women
entrepreneurs and alleviating
poverty.
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The organization of the workshop fell within the
framework of the implementation of the resolution
issued by the 7" Ministerial Conference on the
Role of Women, approved by the 47" session of
the Council of Foreign Ministers of the OIC.

Delegates from the G5 Sahel countries, experts
from family banks in Sudan, affiliated OIC institu-
tions, such as the IsDB, ISF, SESRIC and ICDT
participated in this workshop, which provided a i
platform to review the strengths  microfinancing, policy interven- o . .
and weaknesses of the Family tions, and sharing experience and OIC institutions involved in
Bank, including methods of petween OIC Member States this field. O3

FAMILY TOURISM IN MAURITANIA

MAURITANIA HAS CENTERS AND RESORTS SUITABLE
FOR FAMILIES, PROVIDING THEM WITH AN ATMOSPHERE OF COMFORT AND PLEASURE
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COVER STORY

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES IN THE DIGITAL ECONOMY
Digital technology is a powerful partner for creativity

T he tremendous advances
in ICT have led to funda-
mental changes in lifestyles in
all areas, both individually and
in the family, at the communi-
ty level, the economy and the
environment. It directly led to
a change in the methods and
means of implementing econo-
mic activities, and produced a
new type of economy known
as the digital economy.

The concept of digital economy
is to shift to the use of ICT and
data and information efficiently
in various economic activities,
and to conduct financial and
banking operations in faster
and easier ways, allowing in-
formation and money to flow
between countries. The world

is in the midst of the abolition
of restrictions and barriers
between countries in the era of
the information revolution.

The digital world is affecting so-
cieties and is able of changing
and achieving new events that
positively affect the economic
interests of nations in general.
It offers a great opportunity for
establishing new partnerships
and increasing investment and
marketing. Thus, digital trans-
formation has created new
sectors that extend beyond the
economy, as digital technology
transforms the ability of people
to deliver processes and deals
to society with real and prac-
tical benefits, including the re-
moval of geographical, tempo-

ral and structural barriers and
better dealing with constraints.
This cannot be achieved un-
less digital economy is adop-
ted and developped.

Digital technology is a power-
ful partner for creativity. The
analytical power of computers
has allowed architects and en-
gineers to design structures in
three dimensions which, pre-
viously, were complex. Perso-
nal smartphones and laptops
have allowed people to make
films and record music which,
in the past, would have requi-
red expensive capital equip-
ment and teams of trained pro-
fessionals. It is true that digital
technology, in the form of com-
puting power, is now beginning
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to move from the ‘innovation’
part of the process, the ap-
plication of creativity, into the
area of creativity itself and this
‘artificial intelligence’ is bound
to grow in significance.

Mature economies such as the
US, Europe, and Japan, which
previously shifted from manu-
facturing to knowledge work,
are now relying more and more
on creative work. And the ty-
pes of workers taking part
in the creative industries are
nearly as diverse as the indus-

tries themselves.

A digital life will be highly ex-
panding rapidly from 2020
onwards. Digital economy, e-
commerce, digital ethnography
and more are just new disciples
of knowledge that emerged re-
cently. This new extension of
life, the cyberosphere (Web,
social networks etc.) are pro-
viding leverage for economies
and opening new avenues of
growth as digitalization and
the changing nature of work
are rapidly transforming eco-
nomies around the world.

Creative economy, by its crea-
tive industry, can play a role
as a leading component of
economic growth and each
country has it's own natural
strengths and specific oppor-
tunities. While there is a multi-
tude of studies analyzing risks
of automation for developed
countries, their findings can-
not be uniformly applied to all
countries.

Through its creative industry,

the digital economy can play
a leading role in economic
growth. Skills development
will be critical to harnessing
the potential of digital trans-
formations and equipping the
workforce in the future. Go-
vernments, organizations and
the private sector will therefore
have to make deliberate efforts
to ensure that individuals ac-
quire market-related skills and
prepare countries for opportu-
nities.

With regard to the Member

States of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation, significant
progress has been made in
electronic readiness and smart
management, based on the
awareness of Member States
of the need to transform their
societies into this new era.

In its programme of work un-
til 2025, the OIC called for the
development and use of scien-
ce, technology and innovation
for sustainable development. It
called for promoting research
and technological capabilities
in all sectors, innovation and
development of local techno-
logy by providing a favouable
organizational environment.
This is in line with the decisions
of the relevant organs and ins-
titutions of the Organization,
including the COMCEC, and
with the OIC Vision 1441 for
Science and Technology, and
advocacy for the promotion
and development of ICT, digi-
tal technology and information
architecture skills. All are to be
used as a tool for achieving
inclusive economic growth,

= WITH REGARD TO THE MEM-
BER STATES OF THE ORGANISA-
TION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION,
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS HAS
BEEN MADE IN ELECTRONIC
READINESS AND SMART MANA-
GEMENT, BASED ON THE AWA-
RENESS OF MEMBER STATES OF
THE NEED TO TRANSFORM THEIR
SOCIETIES INTO THIS NEW ERA.

social and human develop-
ment and the protection and
preservation of public top-level
domain names, in line with the
Islamic identity within the Fra-
mework of the Internet Corpo-
ration for Assigned Names and

Numbers (ICANN). O3

Sources:

www.eu-startups.com

- WWW.0IiC-0Ci.org

- www.creativeconomy.britishcouncil.
org

- www.ecbnetwork.eu

- unctad.org
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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF

PAKISTAN

WORD FROM HIS EXCELLENCY HAMID ASGHAR KHAN
AMBASSADOR OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN
ACCREDIT TO THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO IN RABAT

Trade and Investment are essential linkages between countries in an era of globalization
and interdependence. Pakistan is very keen to enhance its economic linkages with brotherly
OIC countries so that the ever growing populations of OIC countries may benefit from the
fruits of intra-OIC trade and investment.

In this regard, we feel that ICDT can play a key role in encouraging and facilitating ties within
the OIC and we commend the ICDT Team for arranging multiple Trade Fairs, Seminars and
other activities in member countries. It goes without saying that for an inflow of investment
political stability, consistency of policies and peace and security are essential prerequisites
for which we must all strive.

EXPO 2020 in Dubai is a mega event and Pakistan is poised to participate in it in a big way
to showcase the multifarious goods and services produced in Pakistan. The role of ICDT is
key and indeed very appreciable to facilitate the participation by the maximum number of
people in the 2020 EXPO in Dubai.

The Pakistan Embassy in Morocco views the ICDT Team as a key and valuable resource
that will be very beneficial for the Mission’s goal of increasing its business and commercial
footprint in the Kingdom as well as in the Islamic World. The Pakistan Embassy has a Trade
and Investment Office in Casablanca and they look forward to regular and beneficial enga-
gement with the ICDT Team for participation in new initiatives.

It goes without saying that in a highly competitive world, the future generation of the OIC
countries must be equipped with specific skills, discipline and work ethic so that they are
productive and able to produce world class goods and services for export around the world.
For this education and awareness of global trends is required. It is equally important to incul-
cate a spirit of innovation in our youth so that they may be creative and responsive to ever
evolving market opportunities and requirements.
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INTRA-OIC TRADE OF THE

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF
PAKISTAN

BASIC INDICATORS

0IC accession date: 25 Septem-
ber 1969

WTO accession date: 1 January
1995

Membership in 0IC Agreements:
TPSOIC (signed and ratified),
PRETAS (signed, ratified), Ru-
les of Origin (signed and ratified)
and List of Concession (received
to TNC)

Membership in Regional agree-
ments: SAARC and ECO.

Keeping in view current trends in
global trading environment and
the trend in Pakistan>s exports,
the mid-term strategic trade
policy framework has been for-
mulated through an extensive
consultative process spanning
over almost a year. All stakehol-
ders in the public and private
sector including Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of Commer-
ce and Industry, district Cham-
bers, trade associations, private
businesses, academia, think
tanks, trade missions, Minis-
tries/Divisions and other govern-
ment agencies were actively en-
gaged. The process culminated
with a day-long Advisory Council
meeting, chaired by the Minister
for Commerce and attended by
said stakeholders as well as by
prominent exporters and public
sector decision makers.

TARGETS:

The Strategic Trade Policy Fra-
mework (STPF) aims to achieve
following targets:

- Enhancement of annual ex-
ports;

- Improve Export Competitive-
ness;

-Transition from ‘factor-driven’
economy to ‘efficiency-driven’
and ‘innovation-driven’ econo-
my;

Increase share in regional trade.

Key Enablers:

To achieve the above targets,
the key enablers are:

- Competitiveness (quality in-
frastructure, labour productivity,
access to utilities, and level of
technological development);

- Compliance to standards
(convergence of local & interna-
tional standards, protection of
intellectual property, and effec-
tive and efficient disputes reso-
lution mechanism);

c. Policy environment (monetary
policy, tariff & tax regime, and
synergic industrial & investment
policies):

- Market access (multilateral, re-
gional, and bilateral).

Pillars:

These pillars are as follows:

- Product sophistication and di-
versification (research and de-

velopment, value addition, and
branding);

- Market access (enhancing sha-
re in existing markets, exploring
new markets, trade diplomacy
and regionalism;)

- Institutional development and
strengthening (restructuring, ca-
pacity building, and new institu-
tions);

- Trade facilitation (reducing cost
of doing business, standardiza-
tion, and regulatory measures).

Market Access:

Pakistan’s exports have sustai-
ned despite all the challenges
due to the market access in EU
countries after the grant of GSP
Plus. Pakistan is complying with
the mandatory 27 conventions
relating to environment, narco-
tics control, drugs, human rights
and labour to retain this market
access. Besides, extensive in-
formation dissemination on op-
portunities available under mar-
ket access secured by Pakistan,
and other export promotional
activities like exhibitions and de-
legations, will continue to be an
integral part of the strategy for
sustainability and enhancement
of share in the existing markets.

In order to diversify our export
markets, an outreach strategy
for Africa, Commonwealth of
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Independent States (CIS) and
Latin America is being adopted.
As part of the market penetra-
tion/outreach strategy, these
new markets will be explored
through the following initiatives:

- Market Research;

- Opening of new Trade Mis-
sions;

- Exhibitions and Delegations;

- Linkages through Export Import
Bank [EXIM Bank].

The Ministry of Commerce is
continuing to work on its three-
pronged strategy of trade di-
plomacy in the multilateral, re-
gional and bilateral arenas for
increasing market access.

- Multilateral

Entering into multilateral ar-
rangements for better market
access such as Trade Facili-
tation Agreement (TFA), Infor-
mation Technology Agreement
(ITA), Government Procurement
Agreement (GPA)

- Regional

Enhancing access to regional
markets such as GCC, ASEAN,
SAARC, Afghanistan and CARs
and OIC Region.

- Bilateral

Negotiating bilateral preferen-
tial access with Thailand, South
Korea, Turkey, Iran, China, Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Nigeria and
Jordan.

- The Ministry of Commerce
is working on achieving sha-
red prosperity through better
connectivity and transit trade
through the following initiatives:
a. Resolution of outstanding is-

sues in Afghanistan Pakistan
Transit Trade Agreement (APT-
TA)

- Negotiation and early conclu-
sion of Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Tajikistan Transit Trade
Agreement (APTTTA)

- Effective implementation of
Transports Internationaux Rou-
tiers (TIR) Convention

- Reactivation of Quadrilateral
Transit Trade Agreement (QTTA)
among Pakistan, China, Kyrgyz
Republic and Kazakhstan

- Taking institutional lead on for-
mulation of a Pakistan-Afgha-
nistan-Central  Asia regional
economic integration framework
through a Regional Trade Office,
established at the Ministry of
Commerce.

National
2024)
In the Finance Act FY2019-20,
tariff on 1635 tariff lines compri-
sing raw materials and capital
goods was reduced from 3% to
zero.

tariff policy (2019-

The tariffs collected at import
stage constitute around 48%
of Pakistan’s total tax revenues
compared with the export driven
economies e.g. Malaysia (1.6%),
Turkey (2.4%), Indonesia (2.6%),
South Korea (3.2%), Thailand
(3.9%) and China (3.9%) and In-
dia (12.8%).

National Tariff Policy aims to
achieve the following objectives:
i) To improve competitiveness
of manufacturing, including the
export sector, through duty free
access to imported raw ma-
terials by rationalizing the tariff
structure; ii) To increase employ-

ment opportunities by attracting
efficiency seeking investment
in the manufacturing sector by
making tariff regime transparent
and predictable; iii) To lessen the
distortions in the domestic price
structure and improve consu-
mer welfare by reducing the
burden of excessive protection;
iv) To remove anomalies in the
tariff structure, which is causing
distortions between sectors and
in the value chain of the same
sectors.

Current investment climate
Blessed with the strategic en-
dowments, Pakistan offers mul-
tiple advantages as an invest-
ment location:

(i) Strategic Location: The country
is strategically located at the
crossroads of South Asia, East
Asia, Central Asia and Middle
East, coupled with many inter-
and transregional trade, cus-
toms, tax and investment ar-
rangements. More than 40% of
entire global consumer base and
an import market of US$ 2.15
trillion, is available on its imme-
diate borders (China, India, Iran
and Afghanistan).

(ii) Natural Endowments: There
are varied and plentiful reserves
of natural resources ranging
from minerals, coal and gas to
metallic and non-metallic spe-
cies reflecting the country’s
accessibility to readily available
new materials. Besides, the
four- season climate endow-
ment is a privilege to agricul-
tural activities throughout the
country and throughout all
seasons.
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INTRA-OIC TRADE OF THE

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF

PAKISTAN

(iii) Domestic Market & Human
Resource Base: Pakistan’s own
consumer base of more than
200 million, the world’s 6th lar-
gest, and a youth bulge offer
a potential demographic divi-
dend. It has been the driving
force for market-seeking FDI
and provides the base for ge-
nerating economies of scale for
generating competitive export
surpluses.

(iv) High Growth & Outlook: Lo-
cated in a high growth region,
Pakistan’s economy has grown
by 4.1%, 4.5%, 5.3% and 5.8%
during the last four financial
years.

(v) China Pakistan Economic
Corridor: The CPEC with its
promise to improve infrastruc-
ture, improved energy supply
and investment by China has
generated an interest for invest-
ment in Pakistan.

Opportunities:

Priority Sectors have been iden-
tified for export-oriented invest-
ment:

- Relocation, from advancing
economies, of labour-intensive
sectors - (i) value added Foo-
twear and Bags, (i) value-added
Apparel and Textiles;

- Relocation, with local value
addition, of resource-intensive
sectors of (i) Copper Cathodes,
(iv) Aluminium Sheets and Foils,
and (v) high-technology Steel-
making;

- Value addition of resource-in-
tensive sectors of agro-proces-
sing especially (vi) Juices and
Syrups, (vii) Confectionary, (viii)
Fish and (ix) Edible Oil;

- Import substitution in (x) Oil
Refinery and Petrochemicals,
(xi) Data Processing / ITC Equi-
pment, (xii) Telecom, (xii) LED
Lights and (xiv) Solar Panels;

€

- Integration into global value
chains of (xv) Consumer Elec-
tronics, (xvi) Integrated Circuits
manufacturing, (xvii) Automo-
tive Electronics (xviii) Electricity
Equipment; and (xix) Chromium
Bromide Batteries.

FOREIGN TRADE

Pakistan world exports tota-
led USD 21.4 Billon in 2010
and reached USD 23.6 Billion
in 2018 increasing by 10.3%
thanks to the export of clothing
and textiles articles, cereals,
sugar, beverages and fisheries
products during this last de-
cade. Imports recorded a rate
growth of 41% passing from
USD 42.6 Billion in 2010 to
USD 60.2 Billion in 2018. The
Pakistan trade balance is cha-
racterized by a chronic deficit
from 2010 to 2018.

Evolution of the foreign trade of Pakistan between 2010 and 2018 in

billion USD
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According this graph, the foreign trade of Pakistan is dominated by manufactured products accounting
for 41.7% of total trade (exports+imports) followed by fuel (15.3%), food (14%), machinery and transport
.(equipment (12.7%), chemicals (10%) and other products (6.3%

INTRA-OIC TRADE

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan
is one of OIC active Founder on
25th September 1969. It played
a great role to enhance trade

and investment between OIC
Member States and also shared
its experiences to many coun-
tries and provided technical as-
sistance.

Besides, Intra-OIC totaled USD
24.7 Billion in 2010 and reached
USD 28.6 Billion in 2018 recor-
ding an increase of 3.6% of tra-

de growth.

Evolution of the Intra-0IC Trade of Pakistan between 2010 and
2018 in Million USD
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Main intra-OIC exported products in HS 6digits (2018)

Pakistan

Main intra-OIC exported products

Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous substances; Animal
or vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; prepared edible fats; Plastics and
articles thereof ; Organic chemicals ; Iron and steel ; organic chemicals; organic or inorga-
nic compounds of precious metals, of rare-earth metals; Machinery, mechanical appliances;
Ships, boats and floating structures; Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling stock,
and parts and accessories thereof; Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof;
sound recorders and reproducers, television; Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or
melons; Fertilisers; Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers; Aluminium and articles
thereof; Man-made staple fibres; Cotton; Paper and paperboard; articles of paper pulp, of
paper or of paperboard ; Salt; sulphur; earths and stone; plastering materials, lime and ce-
ment; Rubber and articles thereof.

Main intra-OIC imported products in HS 6digits (2018)

Pakistan

Main intra-OIC imported products

Cereals; cotton, Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous subs-
tances; Sugars and sugar confectionery, Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers;
Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons; Meat and edible meat offal; made-up
textile articles; sets; worn clothing and worn textile articles; rags; Salt; sulphur; earths and
stone; plastering materials, lime and cement; Products of the milling industry; malt; starches;
inulin; wheat gluten; Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, not knitted or crocheted;
Plastics and articles thereof ; Pharmaceutical products; Machinery, mechanical appliances;
Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates; Electrical machinery and
equipment and parts thereof; Beverages, spirits and vinegar; Coffee, tea, meat and spices;
Man-made staple fibres.
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Main Customers (2018)

Main Customers

Pakistan Afghanistan, United Arab Emirates, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Turkey,

Malaysia, Oman, Qatar and Kuwait.

Main Suppliers (2018)

Main Suppliers

Pakistan United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Qatar, Kuwait, Malaysia, Oman,

Morocco, Afghanistan and Iran.

INTRA-OIC TRADE SHARE

Evolution of the intra-OIC Trade Share of Pakistan
between 2010 and 2018 in %
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Pakistan has signed and ratified the Trade Preferential System among the OIC Member States and also
conveyed its list of concessions to the OIC Trade Negotiation Committee. Besides, reached already the
objective the TYPOA 2016-2025 to surpass 25% of its intra-OIC Trade share.

Source: ICDT
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PAKISTAN’S AUTHORITY OF INVESTMENT

THE BOARD OF INVESTMENT OF PAKISTAN
(BOI)

he Board of Investment (BOI)

of Pakistan was established
with broad based responsibilities
of the promotion of investment
in all of the economy’s sectors,
coupled with the facilitation of
local and foreign investments;
the speedy achievement of the
investors’ projects and the en-
hancement of Pakistan’s inter-
national competitiveness and
contribution to economic and
social development.

The wide range of services pro-
vided by BOI also include the
providing of information on the
opportunities for investment and
assisting companies that are
looking for joint ventures.

BOI acts as a focal point of
contact for existing and pros-
pective investors, both local
and foreign, to provide them
with all necessary information
and assistance in coordination
with other Government Depart-
ments/Agencies at Federal and
Provincial levels.

VISION

to promote local and foreign in-
vestment to enhance Pakistan’s
international  competitiveness
and contribute to economic and
social development.

MISSION

Policy Advocacy:

To achieve Steady improve-
ments in the investment envi-
ronment by:

® proposing measures to crea-
te an investment friendly busi-
ness climate;

e removing and simplifying
outdated unnecessary proce-
dures, approvals and legisla-
tion;

e assisting the private sector
in industrial development.

Investment Promotion:

To give exemplary leadership
by:

e implementing proactive, ef-
fective, responsive and targe-
ted promotion strategies.

e delivering effective investor
facilitation services.

e establishing a centralized
databank.

The BOI is working closely
with the Planning Commis-
sion, Provincial Governments
and all other Ministries & De-
partments for the ensurance
of a mutual feedback loop with
a view to improving condi-
tions to attract foreign invest-
ment and achieve the national
growth objectives.

Prima Minister's Secretariat (Public)
Board of investment

Considered as the country’s
longest-term expression of de-
velopment aspirations, Pakis-
tan’s Vision 2025, which sets
the foundation of BOl's own
long-term vision, is based on
seven pillars, each of which may
be advanced by the BOI's work
in one way or another:

¢ to develop human and social
capital;

e to achieve sustained, indige-
nous and inclusive growth;

e to realize a democratic gover-
nance, an institutional reform
and the modernization of the
public sector;

e t0 secure energy, water and
food;

e t0 ensure the private sec-
tor and entrepreneurship led
growth;

e to develop a competitive
knowledge economy through
value addition;

e to modernize infrastructure
transportation and greater re-
gional connectivity. BOI’s strong
mandate here is to promote and
assist projects related to the
China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC).

Source: invest.gov.pk
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PAKISTAN’S TRADE PROMOTION ORGAN

TRADE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF PAKISTAN (TDAP)

Your Partner in PYOSPEY ily
TRADE DEVELOPMENT towards a better EOMOYYOW

AUTHORITY OF

PAKISTAN

DAP is an effective, and an
empowered organization

which is is the successor orga-
nization to the Export Promotio
Promotion Bureau (EPB). It is
mandated to have a holistic view
of global trade development.

The Trade Development Authori-
ty of Pakistan (TDAP) has deve-
loped and promoted export ho-
listically, through focus, synergy,
and with collective wisdom and
counsel of its stakeholders.

In addition to innovative, and
proactive marketing and promo-
tional efforts, the TDAP achie-
ved the objective of rapid export
growth through interaction and
coordination  with  respective
public and private sector sta-
keholders, and the enhancing
value of products and services
by broadening the export base
of the Pakistani products, en-
hancing capability and capacity
of the supply base of goods and
services; by fostering suppor-
tive export culture and facilita-

tion; and by encouraging export
oriented foreign investment and
joint ventures.

TDAP also helps in improving
market access through advising
the Government on matters of
trade diplomacy and promoting
the the country’s business ima-
ge in the key export markets for
Pakistani products and services
over the world.

Main Activities

- research & development activi-
ties pertaining to market & pro-
duct development;

- achieving value-addition throu-
gh Investment + R&D + techno-
logy + skill development

- participation in more than 100
international exhibitions world-
wide.

- prioritizing and providing op-
portunities and international
Trade Leads for better use of re-
sources; and

- identification of new products
and services with greater export
portential; and

- to develop a strategy for in-
creasing market share for the
better understanding of major
markets, through market and
competitiveness analysis, and
seeking best business practi-
ces.

Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP)

Trade Promotion
Organization

HQ Address
5" Floor, Block-A, FTC
Building, Shahra-e-Faisal,
Karachi, Pakistan

Tel: +922199206484
Upper Organization
Ministry of Commerce
Office Domestic : 17 inclu-
ding Head Office at Karachi

Source: www.invest.gov.pk
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THE DIFFERENT STAGES OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF

THE TRADE PREFERENTIAL SYSTEM AMONG
OIC MEMBER STATES (TPS/OIC)

COMCEC adopted the Declara- Framework Agreement was
tion of Intent for establishing a adopted by the COMCEC and
trade preferential system. presented to signature and
ratification.
2002

Framework Agreement was First Round of Negotiations
ratified by 10 Member States. producing the PRETAS.

2006-2007 2010
[ o

Second Round of Trade PRETAS was ratified by
Negotiations producing the 10 Member States.
TPS-OIC Rules of Origin.
2011 2014

Rules of Origin was ratified by More than 10 States ratified all
10 Member States. three agreements and submitted
concessions lists.
2015-2019

Submission of updated
concession lists (ongoing)

Source: COMCEC Coordination Office
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AGENDA OF ICDT’S UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

ICDT’S UPCOMING SEMINARS, CONFERENCES & FORUMS

DATE VENUE EVENT

8-9 / 13-14 April 2020 Libreville Meeting of Buyers/Sellers of wood and derivatives

15-16 April 2020 Casablanca Experts group meeting on the preparation of the
Twelfth WTO Ministerial Conference

15-17 July 2020 The Gambia Workshop on value chains on sesame, peanuts and
cashew and Africa Arab Trade Bridge Forum

22-24 September 2020 Cairo/ Workshop on the Trade Information System and

Casablanca/ E-Commerce of the OIC Member Countries
Geneva
September 2020 Kuala Lumpur 10" Muslim World Business Forum

ICDT’S UPCOMING FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS

17-20 June 2020 Dakar 5% OIC Health Expo

28-30 June 2020 Iran 3 OIC Tourism Fair, concomitantly with the 5" Inter-
national Halal Tourism Conference of the OIC Member
Countries

26-29 November 2020 Istanbul 8" OIC Halal Expo & Summit

14-18 December 2020 Dakar 17" Trade Fair of the OIC Member States

UPCOMING REGIONAL & INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

1-4 April 2020 Kuala Lumpur 17" Malaysia International Halal Fair

2 April 2020 Istanbul 15" Meeting of COMCEC Trade Experts Group

3-4 April 2020 Jeddah 45" session of the IsDB’s Annual Assembly of the
Board of Governors

9 April 2020 Ankara 15" meeting of COMCEC Tourism Experts Group

20-21 April 2020 Ankara 36" meeting of the COMCEC Follow-up Committee

5-6 June 2020 Amman Forum on investment in digital economy

7 June 2020 Nur-Sultan Consultative meeting on OIC’s Foreign Trade Minis-
ters MC12

12-13 October 2020 Baku Azerbaijan and OIC Countries Business Forum

9-10 November 2020 Tunis 3" Governers’ meeting of AATB Program

22-26 November 2020 Istanbul 36" COMCEC Committee meeting

8-9 December 2020 Dakar International Conference on the OIC Plan of Action
and regional integrity

2020 Dubai 10" OIC Women Business Forum

2020 Ankara 16" meeting of Experts Group on Tourism
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TUNISIA AND LEBANON: TWO PRIVILEGED TOURISM DESTINATIONS

Baalbek Temple, Lebanon

ISTANBUL
AMONG THE TOP TEN PLACES TO VISIT
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UPCOMING FAIRS &

EXHIBITIONS

THE 17™ TRADE FAIR OF 0IC MEMBER STATES
14-18 December 2020 - Dakar, Republic of Senegal

he Ministry of Trade and

SMEs of the Republic of
Senegal and the Islamic Centre
for Development of Trade (ICDT)
are organizing the 17" edition of
Trade Fair of the Member States
of the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation, in collaboration
with the International Centre for
Foreign Trade of Senegal (Cl-
CES) From 14 to 18 December
2020 at the CICES Exhibition
Park, in conjunction with the Da-
kar International Fair (FIDAK).

This multi-sector fair is a plat-
form for the business commu-
nity, trade promotion organs
(TPOs), professional associa-
tions and economic operators
in Member States to promote
their products and services,
conclude business transactions
and establish business par-
tnerships.

In this regard, and to surround
the Fair with all the conditions
of success, ICDT, CICES and

the Ministry of Trade and SMEs
of the Republic of Senegal held,
on 21 January 2020, at ICDT’s
Headquarters in Casablanca,
the first coordination meeting
for the organization of the said
Fair. This meeting, which was
devoted to the organization,
the promotion of the Fair to
Member States and their par-
ticipation, was crowned by the
signature of an MoU governing
the organization of such an im-

portant event. (J

THE 8™ 0IC HALAL EXPO

26-29 November 2020 - Istanbul, Republic of Turkey

CDT and the Institute of Stan-

dardization and Metrology of
Islamic  Countries (SMIIC)  will
organize under the patronage
of the Presidency of the Repu-
blic of Turkey, and in collabora-
tion with the Turkish enterprise
«Discover» Events», the 8" OIC
Halal Expo, in Istanbul, Republic
of Turkey, from 26 to 29 Novem-
ber 2020, in conjunction with the
World Halal Summit 2020.

This Expo, which is dedicated to
halal trade and halal standards
to production and logistics, will
be the adequate opportunity for

operators in the Halal sector to
promote their products and ser-
vices and develop trade and in-
vestment in such an important
Sector.

Thus, Organizers held the 1%
coordination meeting for the or-
ganization of the aforesaid expo
on 23 January 2020 at ICDT’s
Headquarters in Casablanca to
tackle the prepations to be en-
gaged, decide upon the side
events to be organized, and sign
the memorandum of understan-
ding which governs the organi-

zational aspects of the expo. 0J

TIJARIS 161 - January-February 2020 @)



THE 5™ OIC HEALTH EXPO

17-20 June 2020 - Dakar, Republic of Senegal

T he International Centre for
Foreign Trade of Senegal
(CICES) and the Islamic Cen-
tre for Development of Trade
(ICDT) will organize under the
aegis of the Ministry of Health
and Social Action and the Mi-
nistry of Trade and SMEs of
the Republic of Senegal, the
5" OIC Expo, from 17 to 20
June 2020 at the CICES Exhi-

bition Park, in conjunction with
the 10" edition of the Dakar In-
ternational Health and Medical
Equipment Show (SISDAK).

This exhibition will gather ope-
rators in the health sector in the
OIC Countries (pharmaceutical
industries, service providers,
nutrition and dietary professio-
nals, surgery, medical training

facilities, etc.).

This event is an opportunity for
companies and health indus-
try operators to promote their
products and services and es-
tablish business partnerships
between the OIC Member Sta-
tes’ economic operators in the
health and medical equipment

sectors. OJ

THE 10™ MUSLIM WORLD BIZ FORUM
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia - September 2020

T he OIC International Busi-

ness Centre Malaysia will
organize, in collaboration with
the Islamic Centre for Develop-
ment of Trade, the 10" Muslim
World Biz in Kuala Lumpur, on
September 2020.

Muslim World Biz is a major
event in Asia and has the sup-
port of the Malaysian govern-
ment. It comprises the OIC
Arab-Asia Trade & Economic
Forum; a Round Table Talk; The
Jewels of Muslim World; The
International Trade Exhibition;
The International Trade Busi-
ness Matching; The Muslim
World Women’s Summit; The
Jewels of The Muslim World

Award 2020; and The Muslim
World Rania Award 2020, which
the OIC International Business
Centre Malaysia, has been or-
ganizing in Kuala Lumpur since
2013, in collaboration with the
Islamic Centre for Development
of Trade, so as to promote In-
tra-OIC trade and investment.

This event aims to raise aware-
ness among economic opera-
tors about the Muslim World’s
business opportunities and to
present to participants the va-
rious services and products
offered by business communi-
ties, OIC institutions and regio-
nal and international Organiza-
tions.

This high-key event, held an-
nually, brings together public
authorities, decision-makers,
leaders and the representa-
tives of the private sector of
Muslim countries to discuss
the latest developments in the
key sectors of the economy,
including the Halal sector, Hi-
gher Education and Tourism
Services.

The «Jewels of the Muslim
World» and the «Rania Prize
of the Muslim World» will also
be held to honour the Islamic
World personalities who have
contributed greatly to the de-
velopment and the well-being

of the Islamic Ummah. OJ
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FAIRS &

EXHIBITIONS

EXPO 2020 DUBAI

Follow-up of the developments regarding the OIC’s Participation in the Expo

duoiilly mlasdl S o gamio
UNITED FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT

UNIS POUR LA PAIX ET LE DEVELOPPEMENT
2019 - 1969

The Islamic Centre for De-
velopment of Trade (ICDT)
took part in the meeting or-
ganized in Dubai, State of the
United Arab Emirates, on 9™
February 2020, within the fra-
mework of the preparations of
the participation of the Organi-
sation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) in the Expo 2020 Dubai
to be held from 20" October
2020 to 10" April 2021.

The OIC’s delegation chaired
by Ambassador Madam Noria
Abdullah AL-HAMMAMI, Com-
missioner General of the OIC
Pavilion, met with the Expo
Bureau Dubai’s team chaired
by Madam Hind AL-OWAISI,
Vice-President of International
Participants to follow-up the
recent developments regarding
the OIC’s participation in Expo
2020 Dubai.

Thus, participants tackled the operational aspects of the OIC’s
Institutions’ participation in Expo 2020 Dubai through the Pavilion
and the side-events.

Expo 2020 Dubai
20 October 2020 - 1 April 2021

“Gonnecting Minds, Creating the Future”

Participants also dwelt on examining the possibility of co-organizing,
at the OIC Pavilion at Dubai Exhibition Centre, some events in par-
tnership with Expo Dubai Bureau, UAE authorities, and other Inter-

national Participants. CJ
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THE 13™ EDITION OF BAMAKO INTERNATIONAL FAIR (FEBAK)
More than 700 exhibitors to promote the lebel «<Made in Mali»

B amako International Fair
(FEBAK), which takes
place every two years, opened
this year on January 16" to
last until February 2", 2020.
It was held at the Exhibition
Park and brought together
more than 700 exhibitors.

The opening ceremony was
presided over by Prime Minis-
ter, Boubou Cissé, who was
accompanied by the Mayor of
The Municipality V, Amadou
Quattara, the President of the
Mali Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Youssouf Ba-
thily, the Director General of
the Bank for the Development
of Mali (Bdm-sa), Bréhima
Amadou Haidara, and several
government members and di-
plomats.

For 18 days, 300,000 visitors
came to the Bamako Interna-
tional Fair which was an ade-
quate ptatform for economic
and commercial promotion,
as it offered the Malian and
foreign economic operators
the opportunity to promote
and sell their products and to
establish partnerships as well.
More than 700 exhibitors par-
ticipated in this event, which
witnessed the organization of
a conference on cotton, one
of the Republic of Mali’'s most
important export products.
The conference was held un-

der the theme: the valuation
and processing of cotton.

In his speech on the occa-
sion, Mr. Youssouf Bathily, the
President of the Chamber of
the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of the Republic
of Mali emphasized: «By put-
ting a cotton processing po-
licy on the spot, our highest
authorities will truly engage in
a process of wealth creation,
jobs and poverty reduction».
According to him, «this policy
will greatly limit the huge im-
ports of fabrics that affect our
trade balance, which is alrea-
dy in deficit». «We also believe
that it is crucial to develop a
south-south partnership within
the framework of the African
Continental Free Trade Area
and to encourage a regional
cooperation for the develop-
ment of the cotton sector in
Africa». Furter, Mr. Youssouf

Bathily shed light on the am-
bitious infrastructure program
which supports economic ac-
tivities such as multifunctional
centres, dry ports, as well as
the construction and rehabi-
litation of modern markets in
the Republic of Mali and said:
«the Mali Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry is seeking
the support of the highest
authorities in  implementing
this program».

«Over the past several years,
the participation in the FEBAK
of both the public and foreign
economic operators has be-
come increasingly important.
Our fair is now on the agenda
of businessmen and women
from several countries in the
sub-region, Asia, Europe and
America. This makes it the
biggest economic and com-
mercial event in our country»,

he said. OJ
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TRADE & INVESTMENT

MARKETS

BUSINESS & INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN OIC COUNTRIES

BANGLADESH

MIM ENTERPRISE. We are ex-
porters of shrimps all over the
world. You just let us know and
you'll be provided with require-
ments at your address.

Address: 118, Bashiruddin
Road Kalabagan, Dhaka-
1209, Bangladesh.

Tel: 88-02-8653065,

Email: mun_na_75@hotmail.
com

ARNIMZ

LTD.

It is one of the best suppliers,
exporters and manufacturers
of readymade garments In
Bangladesh. We are also invol-
ved in sourcing and supplying
ready made garments. We are
highly skilled merchandisers to
meet the requirements of the
apparel sector In the World
Market.

INTERNATIONAL

Address: 192, Road 06, Block-
F, Bashundhara R/a., Dhaka,
1229, Bangladesh.

Tel: +88-01976665511,

Fax: +88-02-8321085,

E-mail: Ron@arnimz.com

INDONESIA

UD.BIRU MAKMUR PUTRA.
We are manufacturers and
exporters of seafood and fish
from Semarang, Central Java,
Indonesia.

We have two seafood facto-
ries registered in EU and USA.
Our main products are squid
products, black and red tila-
pia, fresh water fish, jelly fish,
shrimps, prawn...etc.

Address:
JI.Batik Krajan, N°.628,
Semarang 50127, Central

Java, Indonesia
Tel: (062-24) 3541628
Fax: (062-24) 3541628

Email: windu628@yahoo.com

MALAYSIA

TRIOXANE CO. We safely distri-
bute acetal co-polymer resins
from the various manufacturers,

including SABIC and Asahi, etc.

Address: P.O.Box 82214,
Labuan, 87032, Malaysia,
Tel: +60-87-415914

E-mail: trioxane@korea.com

PAKISTAN

Almaida Livestock (Regt.)

Halal Food. Established in 2009
is known as the largest scale
(100,000 birds’ capacity) quail
breeder, hatchery and meat
farm especially in Punjab. Our
future plans and mission is to
become the largest exporters
of Halal quail processed meat
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Gulf, UAE etc. We are exploring
markets for EU and USA.
Adress:
K-517-18, Green Acre Society,
Raiwind Road, Near Peru Café
Restaurant, Lahore, Pakistan
Tel: 92-300-9476688,
92-423-5322-639
Email: almaida786@hotmail.

MOROCCO

CRANSAM EXPORT. We are a
trading compagny based in Mo-
rocco. We can provide you with
high quality Rhassoul as well as
Argan’s oil.

Address:- 5 rue Chehrour, ave-
nue Manama - Fes, Morocco
Tel: 21262531423 - Email:

cransamexport@yahoo.com (J
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IT IS AS SIMPLE AS THAT

TRUST TIJARIS

Since *Tijaris” is disseminated to 57 Member Sta-
tes and read by economic operators, take advan-
tage of the business opportunities appearing on it to
generate more trade opportunities.

We want indeed to make this magazine a suitable
space for economic operators to get their products
well known.

So trust “Tijaris” and be sure that your adverts will be
widely disseminated by this magazine in such a man-
ner as to meet market requirements.

We are thus convinced that “Tijaris” is an advertising
medium to make known your products and services
by the economic operators of the Islamic World, which
constitutes a market of 1.5 billion of consumers.

¥

THE 8™ ISLAMIC CONFERENGE DF
ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS

TO subscribe to“Tijaris”’and
use its advertising
services, contact:

THE ISLAMIC CENTRE FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE
(ICDT)

Phone: 00212 522314974
Fax: 00212 522310110
E-mail: icdt@icdt-oic.org
www. icdt-oic.org
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INTERNATIONAL

EVENTS

THE UK-AFRICA INVESTMENT SUMMIT

The UK aims to be Africa’s partner for trade and investment

O n 20 January 2020, the
UK Prime Minister, Boris
Johnson, hosted the UK-Africa
Investment Summit.

The Summit, brought together
businessmen, governments and
international institutions to show-
case and promote the breadth
and quality of investment oppor-
tunities across Africa.

Indeed, the summit laid the foun-
dations for new partnerships
between the UK and African
nations based on trade, invest-
ment, shared values and mu-
tual interest. Billions of pounds
of new commercial deals were

announced on
this occasion,
highlighting the
strength of the
UK’s offer and
the existing re-
lationship with
Africa.

The UK also
announced
new initiatives and funding which
will strengthen the joint trading
relationships. It also mentioned
the support that it will give to
the African countries in their
ambition to transform their
economies, launch a major
new partnership with the city

K-AFRICA INVISIMENT SUMMIT 2020
= e

of London and enable Africa’s
clean energy potential. This
will help to realize the UK’s
ambition to be the investment
partner of choice for Africa,
create hundreds of of jobs and
ensure the mutual prosperity

of all nations. OJ

THE 50™ WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) ANNUAL MEETING

‘Stakeholders for a Cohesive and Sustainable World’

T he 50" World Economic
Forum (WEF) Annual Mee-
ting was held on 21-24 January
2020, in Davos-Klosters, Swit-
zerland, under the theme: ‘Sta-
keholders for a Cohesive and
Sustainable World” which aimed
to renew the concept of income
inequality, societal division and
the climate crisis. The develop-
ment of the meetings’ program-
me was driven by the WEF’s
mission, that is to improve the
state of the world.

Four global issues featured pro-
minently on the agenda at the
annual meeting 2020 in Davos,
in which around 3,000 partici-
pants from 117 countries took
part:

- How to address the urgent cli-
mate and environmental challen-
ges that are harming the world
ecology and economy;

- How to transform industries to
achieve more sustainable and
inclusive business models as

new political, economic, and so-
cietal priorities to change trade
and consumption patterns;

- How to govern the technologies
driving the fourth industrial revol-
ution so as they will be benificial
to business and society, while
minimizing their risks;

- How to adapt to the demo-
graphic, social, and technologi-
cal trends, reshape education,
create employment, offer entre-
preneurship and investment op-

portunities across Africa. £}
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Permanent Section on the OIC and its Institutions

NAME OF INSTITUTIONS
GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION (OIC)
SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

Statistical, Economic, Social Research and Training Center for Islamic Countries (SESRIC)

WEBSITES

WWW.0iC-0Ci.org

www.sesrtcic.org

Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA)

www.ircica.org

Islamic University of Technology (IUT)

www.iutoic-dhaka.edu

Islamic Centre for Development of Trade (ICDT)

www.icdt-oic.org

International Islamic Figh Academy

www.fighacademy.org

Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF) and its WAQF

www.isf-fsi.org / www.isf-fsi.com

The Real Estate Union in Islamic States (REUOS)
SPECIALIZED INSTITUTIONS

Islamic Development Bank (IDB)

WWW.reuos.org

www.isdb.org

Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO)

WWW.iSesco.org.ma

Islamic Broadcasting Union (IBU)

www.isboo.org

International Islamic News Agency (IINA)

www.islamicnews.org.sa

Islamic Committee of the International Crescent (ICIC)

Www.icic.oic.org

The Science, Technology and Innovation Organization (STIO) .

www.stio.comstech.org

Islamic Organization for Food Security
AFFILIATED INSTITUTIONS

(Islamic Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture (ICCIA)

www.oicfso.org

www.icciaonline;com

Organization of Islamic Capitals and Cities (OICC)

WWW.0iCC.0rg

Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF)

www.awalnet.net.sa

Organization of the Islamic Shipowners Association (OISA)

www.oisaonline.com

World Federation of Arabo-Islamic International Schools (WFAIIS)

www.wfais.org

Islamic Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation (ICYF-DC)

www.icyf.com

International Union of Muslim Scouts (IUMS)

www.iums.net

Federation of Consultants from Islamic Countries (FCIC)

www.fcic-org.com

Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS)

www.ias-worldwide.org

OIC Computer Emergency Response Team (OIC-CERT)

www.oic-cet.org

Standards and Metrology Institute for Islamic Countries (SMIIC)

www.smiic.org

International Islamic University Malaysia (IlUM)

www.iium.edu.my

Association of Tax Authorities of Islamic Countries (ATAIC)

Organization of Islamic Cooperation Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities Forum (IBRAF)
STANDING COMMITTEES

Alquds Committee

www.rtuk.org.tr

www.bmag.org/eng/page/al-quds-
committee

Bayt Mal Alquds Agency

www.bmag.org

Standing Committee for Information and Cultural Affairs (COMIAC)

Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation (COMCEC)

Www.comcec.org

Standing Committee for Scientific & Technological Coopration (COMSTECH)
ISLAMIC UNIVERSITIES SPONSORED BY THE OIC

Islamic University of Technology (IUT)

www.comstech.org

www.iuiu.ac.ug

Islamic University in Uganda (IUIU)

www.universite-say.ne

Islamic University Niger (IUN)

www.universite_say.ne

International Islamic university Malaysia (IIlUM)

www.iium.edu.my




TOURISM DESTINATIONS

IN OIC COUNTRIES

GABALA DECLARED ISLAMIC TOURISM CAPITAL FOR 2020

Gabala, ancient majestic treasure of Azerbaijan

zerbaijan’s  picturesque

Gabala city was chosen
the tourist capital of the Islamic
world for 2020 by the Organi-
zation for Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) at the 10™ Islamic Tourism
Ministerial Conference held
in Dhaka, Islamic Republic of
Bangladesh.

Gabala, which is located about
225 km away from the capital
city of Azerbaijan, is a perfect
place for rest and tourism. The
weather there is mild in spring
and autumn, hot in summer
and cold in winter. In addition to
the marvelous weather, Gabala
suggests gorgeous historical
monuments, which emerge all
around the city and its vicinity.

TOURISM SITES IN
GABALA

Old Gabala and Nij. History hun-
ters have plenty to do seeking
out the archaeological remin-
ders of the once-great kingdom
of Caucasian Albania. That sta-
te's 4th — century capital was
some 20km west of Gabala, a
site that’s now a beautifully set,
rural archaeological site with a
splendid new museum. In the
nearby village of Nij, the popu-

Gabala,

ancient

majestic
treasure of
Azerbaijan

A touristic sife in

Gabala

lation still speaks on otherwise
‘lost’ dialect that’s essentially
the same as that of the myste-
rious Caucasian Albanians.

Dramatic mountains

placid lakes

Gabala is one of Azerbaijan’s
foremost resort towns, coun-
terpointing a beautiful lands-
cape with an expectional array
of upmarket yet great value ho-
tels. Activities abound - quad
biking, skiing, hiking, skating,
paintball, bowling, horse ri-
des, spas, shooting and seve-
ral great swimming pools. Kids
love the Qabaland Theme Park

while classical music lovers can
attend the prestigious annual
International Music Festival.
Mountain waterfalls, large fo-
rests and magnificent Cauca-
sian mountains make Gabala
an ideal for relaxation in sum-
mer, while during the winter Ga-
bala offers active sport tourism
full of adrenaline with skiing and
snowmobiles.

Liquid mud crystal salt

Chenot Palace Surrounded by
the silence and tranquility of the
magical pine woods, and over-
looking the peaceful Nohur lake,
the new Chenot Palace Hotel in
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Gabala represents a new class
of health wellness retreat in the
heart of a breathtaking forest.
The Chenot Palace Gabala is
a perfect gateway retreat, far
from the hustle and bustle of
congested cities, where you
can recharge your batteries and
gather new strength to replace
the energy that daily life drains
out of us.

Summer hillsides
winter sloper

Azerbaijan is nearly surroun-
ded by mountains, so we get
great summer hiking and win-
ter skiing. Our best ski resort is
also Gabala. For more challen-
ging pistes, try the black runs at
Tufandag.

In winter, Gabala’s Tufandag
Mountain Resort offers skiing,
snowboarding and skidoo-ri-
des while in summer in the re-
gion can host quad-bike rides,
jeep tours, rafting, shooting
and hiking. Many hotels in and
around the city have excellent
swimming pools and spas. His-
tory hunters have plenty to do
seeking out the archaeological
reminders of the once great
kingdom of Caucasian Albania.
That state’s 4th-century capital
was some 20 km west of Ga-
bala, a site that’s now beautiful-
ly set, rural archaeological site
with a splendid new museum.

Discover local crafts

Less than two hours’ drive from
Gabala via a geologically spec-
tacular canyon, the pretty little
vilage of Lahij woos visitors
with its antique copperware

workshops, cobbled streets,
stone houses and crafts and
souvenir shops. A popular hike
finishing here begins in the
picturesque village of Basgal,
which itself was once a stop-
off on the Great Silk Road. To-
day a kelaghai workshop still
operates in the village, willin-
gly sharing with visitors the
secrets to making Azerbaijan’s
exquisite silk headscarves.

Gabala shooting club
Gabala Shooting Club, a fa-

vorite place for active leisure
fans, is an ideal place to hold
large-scale sports competi-
tions. The Grand Prix of the

International Shooting na-
med after Heydar Aliyev has
been held here in 2014 and
2016 years. All the necessary
conditions have been provi-
ded for the convenience of
both guests and athletes at
the complex. Cottages have
been built here for guests who
want to spend the night at the

complex. O
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INTRA-OIC TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

LIST OF THE MEMBER STATES WHICH HAVE SIGNED AND/OR RATIFIED THE TRADE PREFERENTIAL AGREEMENTS OF THE
0IC AND ITS PROTOCOLS UNDER THE AUSPIGES OF ICDT AND THE COMGEC (AS OF NOVEMBER 2019)

Source: COMCEC, OIC GS, ICDT

Agreements TPS/OIC PRETAS RUES OF ORIGIN DOCUMENTS
SUBMITTED OF LIST

Countries Signed Ratified Signed Ratified Signed Ratified OF CONCESSIONS
Bahrain * N B N N N *
Bangladesh * * * * * * *
Benin * * *
Brunei Darussalam * *
Burkina Faso * * *
Cameroon * * * *
Chad *
Comoros * * *
Cote d’lvoire * * *
Djibouti * * * *
Egypt * * *
Gabon * *
The Gambia * * * * * *
Guinea * * * *
Guinea Bissau * * *
Indonesia * * * *
Iran « N B N N N «
Iraq * *
Jordan * N * N N N *
Kuwait . * * N N , *
Lebanon * *
Libya * *
Malaysia * * * * * * *
Maldives * *
Mauritania * * * * *
Morocco * * * * * * *
Niger * * *
Nigeria * * *
Oman * N B N N N *
Pakistan * * * * * * *
Palestine * * * * * *
Qatar * * * « N * N
Saudi Arabia * * * * * * *
Senegal * *
Sierra Leone * * *
Somalia * * * * * *
Sudan * * *
Syria * N B N N N *
Tunisia * * * *
Turkey « * * * N « *
UAE * * * * * * *
Uganda * *
TOTAL 42 32 33 19 32 18 14
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