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The Islamic Centre for Development of Trade (ICDT)

Headquarted in Casablanca (Morocco), ICDT is the Subsidiary Organ
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) which has been en-
trusted by the COMCEC with the organization and follow-up of the
trade fair of OIC Member States with a view to developing and promo-
ting trade and investment among the 57 OIC Member Countries.

ICDT was created by the third Islamic Summit Conference held in Makkah

Al Moukarramah in Rabi Al Awal 1401 January 1981 with the objectives:

. To encourage regular trade exchanges among Member States;

. To Promote investments likely to develop trade flows ;

. To contribute to the promotion of Member States’ products and encourage access to foreign market;
. To promote trade information ;

. To assist Member States in the fields of Trade Promotion and International negotiations ;

. To extend assistance to enterprises and economic operators.

The action of I.C.D.T is focusing on six main axes:

Trade Promotion

e To promote contacts between Member States’ Businessmen;

¢ To ensure the promotion of Member States’ production by regularly holding the Islamic Trade Fair and
specialized showrooms;

e To assist Member States with creating and organizing Export Promotion Centres ;

¢ To extend consultancy and expert services to Member States in the field of trade promotion.

Trade Information

e To collect and disseminate trade information;

¢ To Develop Trade data bases and facilitate their remote access ;

¢ To Assist Member states with setting up and organising documentation and information centres and
Trade Information Networks.

Investment Promotion

e To encourage intra-O.l.C investments;

¢ To promote foreign investments in the O.1.C Member States;

e To encourage partnership between Member States’ economic operators ;

e To provide consultancy and expert services to Member States in the area of investments promotion and
in particular export oriented investments.

Studies and Research

¢ To publish an annual report on Inter-Islamic Trade;

¢ To undertake sectorial product and market studies;

¢ To examine the ways and means likely to alleviate obstacles to trade among Member States.

Training
¢ To organize seminars and training sessions;
¢ To help Member States establish expert groups in the various fields of trade development.

International Negotiations
e Assist Member States in trade negotiations;
¢ To extend assistance to enterprises with a view to facilitating their adaptation to economic globalization.




EDITORIAL

HALF A CENTURY AFTER THE INCEPTION OF THE ORGANISATION OF
ISLAMIC COOPERATION (OIC) IN THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO

These days we celebrate half a century after the in-
ception of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, in
the Kingdom of Morocco, the land of active solidarity
with the causes of the Islamic Nation.

On September 25", 1969, at the initiative of His Ma-
jesty Late King Hassan I, the heads of Islamic states
met in Rabat in response to the heinous crime of the
burning, on August 21%t, 1969, of the first of the two
prayer directions of Muslims (first Qibla) and the third
of the two Holy Mosques.

50 years have then passed since the creation of this
Organization which represents more than 1.8 billion
Muslim, a quarter of the world’s population, and which
stands for the collective voice of the Muslim world,
which seeks to protect and express its interests. It is
the second governmental Organization after the Uni-
ted Nations, with 57 Member States.

The OIC, which, until June 2011, was named the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference, was esta-
blished in accordance with noble objectives such as
defending Al Quds and the Palestinian cause and
promoting solidarity and cooperation among Islamic
countries. Today, and regarding the maturity that the
OIC has gained and the experience it has accumula-
ted during years of work, we are due to reconsider its
position in the contemporary world politics and in the
context of the constant changes experienced by our
Muslim world.

There is no doubt that the OIC has taken a consi-
derable multilateral action in order to preserve Isla-
mic unity and solidarity. It continues to represent a
significant weight in defending the just causes of the
Muslim Nation, notably the just cause of the Palesti-
nian People, of Al Quds issue and the Al-Agsa Holy
Mosque.

The Kingdom of Morocco, which has witnessed the
birth of this old Organization, has made every effort
to strengthen its role and position in the international

scene and to contribute effectively to all the confer-
ences and sectoral activities which it has organized
so far; in addition to its ability to interact positively, in
a constructive spirit, with all the suggestions and initia-
tives aimed at promoting the Islamic action.

The Kingdom of Morocco also hosts two OIC impor-
tant Organizations, namely, the Islamic Organization
for Education, Science and Culture (ISESCO) in Rabat
and the Islamic Centre for Development of Trade in
Casablanca.

Defending the just Palestinian cause, which has been
the common denominator of all Islamic countries, is
a priority for the Kingdom of Morocco as regards its
foreign policy, under the wise leadership of His Majesty
The King Mohammed VI, who is greatly interested in
the OIC both at the political and diplomatic levels and
the bilateral and multilateral levels as well. His Majesty
is also interested in the initiatives implemented by Bayt
Mal Al quds Sharif Agency, the arm of the Al Quds
Committee.

The Kingdom of Morocco is convinced that a just,
lasting and comprehensive peace action in the Mid-
dle East has only one title: ‘the two-state solution
option for two Peoples living side by side in security
and peace’, in accordance with the adopted interna-
tional norms, including the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative,
a strategic choice shared by the vast majority of the
international community, which sees in it the only way
to end this long-standing and continuing conflict, on
which the present and future of the region’s Peoples
depend.

The Holy City and its Holy places have a religious
and a cultural connotation and are a live model of a
constructive coexistence. Such a balanced situation
must be preserved. Alerts to the danger which threa-
ten the Holy City should be made so as to preseve the
Holy City’s cultural heritage and its legal status and to
defend it from the illegal actions and practices it fa-

ces.
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EDITORIAL

Hence, «the Appeal for Jerusalem», signed in Rabat on
March 30", 2019, by both His Majesty the King, Amir
al-Mu’minin, and His Holiness Pope Francis, Pope of
the Vatican, is a reference document that enshrines
Al Quds’ status as a city of coexistence and peace
among the followers of the three religions.

With the signing of the Appeal for Jerusalem in Rabat,
where historic conferences on the Palestinian issue
were held, His Majesty The King Mohammed VI, Chair-
man of Al Quds Committee, sends a clear message
to the world about the need to work with a view to
preserving and strengthening the special character of
Jerusalem as a multi-religious, with regard to its spiri-
tual dimension and its unique identity.

The political and diplomatic work carried out by the
Kingdom of Morocco in favour of the Palestinian cause
and peace in the Middle East, in general, is supported
by an unrelenting work on the ground, carried out in
2018 by Bayt Mal Al Quds Asharif Agency, which reali-
zed projects of US $3.7 millions, dedicated for the pre-
servation of the Holy City’s cultural and urban heritage,
social assistance, cultural and intellectual shining, and
the Palestinian heritage and archive.

Besides, His Majesty the King issued his High Directi-
ves to launch the second phase of the renovation and
repair project of the Moroccan Cultural Center building,
‘Bayt Al-Maghrib’ in Jerusalem at a cost of US $1.155
million. Such a Moroccan cultural center has a huge ci-
vilization and an intellectual and humanitarian values of
peace and coexistence.

In April 2019, His Majesty The King decided to allocate
a financial grant as a contribution from the Kingdom of
Morocco to restore and prepare some spaces within
and around al-Agsa Mosque.

The aim of the Kingdom’s political and the on ground
action in Jerusalem is to preserve Jerusalem and its his-
tory and civilization, as an inclusive city, symbol of unifi-
cation and direction for peace and tolerance.

In this phase of the history of our honorable Organiza-
tion, we should praize the hard work carried out by the
OIC and the collective, coordinated actions and support
of its Member States, despite the constraints they face
on the international scene. A work which has resulted in

the realization of tangible gains in favor of the Palesti-
nian cause, characterized by making the State of Pa-
lestine obtain an observer status at the United Nations,
a full membership in the UNESCO and the presidency
of the Group of 77 and China. Such achievements will
induce us to be more determined to continue the se-
rious and orderly work with a view to making the State
of Palestine obtain full membership in the United Na-
tions.

Our celebration today is essentially a call for reflection
and deliberation on the future of our Organization, ta-
king in consideration the current delicate international
situation which puts our Islamic world at a critical his-
torical juncture. It in fact endows it with a great respon-
sibility to face the internal challenges and accelerate
the pace of the political, economic and social reforms.
Our Islamic world should ensure the effectiveness and
continuity to overcome the different crises we face,
and to qualify the Islamic countries to play a crucial
and active role in international decisions-making, so as
to raise to our Peoples’ expectations. Such a goal can
only be achieved by strengthening solidarity, integra-
tion and cooperation among the Muslim countries.

In this context, support and co-ordinated efforts and
action should be carried out to make our Organization
rank among the useful and influential Organizations
SO as to enable it to keep up with the developments
occurring in both the international and Islamic worlds
and to intervene, when necessary, in order to resolve
problems and find solutions.

As it is well known, the initiative launched by the OIC
for development and intellectual and institutional re-
form of the mechanisms of the joint Islamic action is
consistent with the Kingdom of Morocco’s vision of re-
form, which consists of the conviction of the importan-
ce of modernization and development within the OIC’s
organs. Thus, a comprehensive vision, based on the
integration of political, strategic, economic, financial
and structural dimensions, may help us perform re-
forms according to an approach which focuses on the
principles of gradual development, prioritization, and
the making of an objective assessment of the short-
comings, while respecting the Charter of the Organi-
zation, in order to make it raise to the rank it deserves
internationally, as it is the second largest international
Organization after the United Nations.
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IT IS AS SIMPLE AS THAT
TRUST TIJARIS

Since "Tijaris” is disseminated to 57 Mem-

ber States and read by economic opera-

tors, take advantage of the business op-

portunities appearing on it to generate
more trade opportunities.

We want indeed to make this magazine a
suitable space for economic operators to
get their products well known.

So trust “Tijaris” and be sure that your ad-
verts will be widely disseminated by this
magazine in such a manner as to meet
market requirements.

We are thus convinced that “Tijaris” is

an advertising medium to make known
your products and services by the econo-
mic operators of the Islamic World, which
constitutes a market of 1.5 billion of consu-
mers.
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TO subscribe to “Tijaris”
and use its advertising
services, contact:

ISLAMIC CENTRE FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE
(ICDT)

Tel: 00212 522314974
Fax: 00212 522310110
E-mail: icdt@icdt-oic.org
www. icdt-oic.org
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THE 50™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE QIC

THE ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION:
50 YEARS OF WORK TOWARDS GROWTH AND PROSPERITY
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The 50" anniversary of the inception of the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will be ce-
lebrated in Jeddah in the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia and in other countries, especially in Rabat, at
the headquarters of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
African Cooperation and Moroccan Expatriates on
November 271-28", 2019.

During these fifty years, the OIC has worked for
Islamic cooperation and has tended to realize
growth and prosperity among the OIC’s Member
States by emphasizing Islamic solidarity and joint
Action among Member States.

The Islamic Centre for Development of Trade
(ICDT) will actively participate in the celebration of
the 50" anniversay of the OIC. In this respect, it will
organize workshops on the outcomes of the joint
Islamic work carried in the economic and commer-
cial fields, the theme of which will revolve around
five axes: the first one will focus on the status of
Intra-OIC trade and the prospects for the future.
The second will tackle the reality of investment
between the Member States of the Organisation

THE 50™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE IN-
CEPTION OF THE ORGANISATION OF
ISLAMIC COOPERATION (0IC) WILL
BE CELEBRATED IN JEDDAH IN THE
KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA AND IN
OTHER COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY IN
RABAT, AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF
THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
AFRICAIN COOPERATION AND MO-
ROCCAN EXPATRIATES ON NOVEMBER
27™-28™ 2019.*?

of Islamic Cooperation. The third axis will deal with
logistics and transport, while the fourth will dwell
on trade, finance and investment insurance, while
the fifth axis will focus on the role of the private
sector in the development of trade and investment
in the Member States of the Organisation of Isla-
mic Cooperation.

On this occasion, ICDT will also coordinate the or-
ganization of the Exhibition to be held in conjunc-
tion with the OIC’s institutions, in cooperation with
the focal point at the OIC General Secretariat in
Jeddah and with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
African Cooperation and Moroccan Expatriates.

Besides, ICDT will publish in its magazine «TIJA-
RIS» a special issue on the celebration of the 50™
Anniversary of the OIC, along with a special issue
presenting the activities of the Islamic Centre for
Development of Trade (ICDT).

To be emphasized that the OIC is the second
largest international organization after the United
Nations, with 57 member countries divided into
four Continents, representing the Arab, Asian and
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THE 50" ANNIVERSARY OF THE QIC

African groups. It represents the collective
voice of the Muslim world and seeks to
protect and express its interests in sup-
port of international peace and harmony,
and to promote relations between the va-
rious Peoples of the world, as well.

The Organisation officially started on Sep-
tember 25", 1969, under the name of the
«Organisation of the Islamic Conference»
(OIC), before its title and slogan were
changed into the «Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation» (OIC) at the Foreign Minis-
ters Conference held in Astana in 2011.
The OIC was established by a decision
of the historic Summit held in Rabat, Kin-
gdom of Morocco, on 12 Rajab 1398 in
response to the crime of burning the al-
Agsa mosque in occupied Jerusalem. In
1970, the first Islamic Conference of Fo-
reign Ministers was held in Jeddah, Kin-
gdom of Saudi Arabia, and decided to
establish a General Secretariat based in
Jeddah, headed by a Secretary General
of the Organisation. Dr. Yousef Bin Ahmed
al-Othaimeen is the 11" Secretary General
of the Organisation, who took office in November
2016.

The Charter of the OIC was adopted at the third
session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Mi-
nisters in 1972. It established the Organization’s
objectives, principles and fundamental objectives
of promoting solidarity and cooperation among
Member States, while the number of members in-
creased over four decades to reach 57 Member
States after having started with 30 countries.

The Charter of the Organisation was subsequently
amended to keep pace with global developments.
The adoption of the present Charter at the 11
Islamic Summit held in Dakar, the capital of the
Republic of Senegal, in 2008, was the new pillar
of the future Islamic action in accordance with the
requirements of the 21t century. The third special

Dr. Yousef Bin Ahmed al-Othaimeen,

the 11*" Secretary General of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

session, held in Makkah al Mukarramah in De-
cember 2005 addressed the multiple challenges
of the 21t century, by setting out the 10-year Plan
of Action aimed at promoting joint action among
Member States up to 2015. Having completed the
process of the contents of the OIC 10-year Plan
of action successfully, the OIC formulated a new
Plan of action from 2016 to 2025, which is based
on the provisions of the OIC Charter and contains
18 priority areas and 107 objectives. These in-
clude the issues of peace and security, Palestine
and Al-Quds Al-Sharif issues, poverty alleviation,
the fight against terrorism, investment and project
financing, food security, science and technology,
climate change, sustainable development, mode-
ration, culture, and harmony among the followers
of religions, women empowerment, joint Islamic
action in the humanitarian field, human rights,
good governance, etc.
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OIC ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE

THE 14™ 0IC SUMMIT HELD IN MAKKAH AL MUKARRAMAH IN 2019

«Makkah Summit: Together for the Future» was the
the theme under which the 14" OIC Summit was
held in Makkah al Mukarramah on May 31st, 2019,
under the chairmanship of the Custodian of the Holy
Mosques, King Salman bin Abdelaziz Al Saoud, and
with the attendance of several Heads of States from
the Arab and Islamic world, with the aim to develop a
unified stance on events in the Islamic world.

The Palestinian issue, being the essential priority of
the work of the Organisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion, was the focus of the Summit and the concern
of participants who emphasized that the Palestinian
people should receive all their legitimate rights gua-
ranteed by international resolutions and the Arab
peace initiative, as stated by the Custodian of the
Holy Mosques.

While addressing the audience, His Excellency the
OIC Secretary General, Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen,
reiterated King Salman’s statement regarding the
Palestinian cause, adding that the OIC “insists on
the historic rights of Palestinians and on the two-
state solution”, and that “any action that infringes
on the historical and legal status of East Jerusa-
lem” is rejected. His Excellency Dr. Al-Othaimeen
pointed out that the Islamic Summit was comple-
mentary to the two previous Gulf and Arab sum-
mits held in Makkah al Mukarramah on the pre-
vious day to discuss the aggression experienced
in the region.

. ““ON MAY 3157, 2019, THE SUMMIT TITLED «MAKKAH SUMMIT:

TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE» TOOK PLACE IN MAKKAH AL
MUKARRAMAH UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE CUSTO-
DIAN OF THE HOLY MOSQUES, KING SALMAN BIN ABDELAZIZ
AL SAOUD, AND WITH THE ATTENDANCE OF SEVERAL HEADS
OF STATES FROM THE ARAB AND ISLAMIC WORLD, WITH
THE AIM TO DEVELOP A UNIFIED STANCE ON EVENTS IN THE
ISLAMIC WORLD. n

His Excellency the Secretary General of the OIC
highlighted the keenness of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, which hosts the headquarters of the Organi-
zation, in supporting and strengthening its role in the
regional and international environment, pointing out
that he is fully confident that the Kingdom, having
always played a leading and crucial role in upholding
the status of Islam and Muslims, will continue, with all
determination and competence, to face the current
challenges, by virtue of its spiritual leadership of the
Islamic world, and its distinctive political and econo-
mic standing in the World.

His Excellency the OIC Secretary General renewed
the organization’s utter rejection of the attempts to
link the Islamic religion to the terrorist acts perpetra-
ted by rogue criminal groups that have nothing to do
with Islam, nor with its enlightened teachings and its
tolerant values.

The Summit reiterated adherence to the purposes,
objectives and principles of the OIC Charter, aiming
to serve the causes of Islam and Muslims, within a
spirit of genuine solidarity. It also reaffirmed its com-
mitment to the implementation of the resolutions of
OIC Summits and Ministerial Conferences. On this
occasion, participants adopted the Makkah Decla-
ration.

The Summit, at its closure, welcomed the offer made
by the Government of the Republic of Indonesia to
host a future session of the Islamic Summit Confer-
ence, representing the Asian Group of the OIC and
welcomed the upcoming 47" session of the Council
of Foreign Ministers to be held in Niamey, Republic of
Niger, as well as the offer made by the Islamic Repu-
blic of Pakistan to host the Council’s 48" session in
Islamabad.
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OIC ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE

0IC MEMBER STATES AFFIRM SUPPORT FOR
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN CAIRO

The open-ended interim working group for prepa-
ring the draft statute of the Women Development
Organization in the Member States of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) concluded its
work on 16 June 2019 followed by the Ministerial
Round Table on «<Empowering Women in Member
States» on the next day.

The delegations of the OIC Member States affirmed
their support for the Women Development Organi-
zation to commence its operations and the impor-
tance of coordinating efforts to meet the challen-
ges that impede the advancement, empowerment
and participation of women in development.

The Arab Republic of Egypt hosted the two mee-
tings, organized by the Egyptian Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs and the National Council for Women,
in the presence of women Ministers and experts
from the OIC Member States, Ambassadors and
representatives of the United Nations for Wo-
men.

The Ministerial meeting was chaired by the Re-
public of Burkina Faso, Chair of the Seventh Mi-
nisterial Conference on Women, represented by
Mrs. Helen Marie Lawrence, Minister of Women,
National Solidarity and Family, who noted that the
OIC pays special attention to human capital, es-

€€ THE OPEN-ENDED INTERIM WORKING GROUP FOR
PREPARING THE DRAFT STATUTE OF THE WOMEN
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION IN THE MEMBER
STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPE-
RATION (0IC) CONCLUDED ITS WORK ON 16 JUNE
2019 FOLLOWED BY THE MINISTERIAL ROUND
TABLE ON <EMPOWERING WOMEN IN MEMBER
STATES» ON THE NEXT DAY. 33

pecially women, for their pivotal role in societies.
Mrs. Lawrence explained that the OIC Women
Development Organization, which will soon come
into force, aims to promote the social, economic
and political rights of women within the OIC Mem-
ber States, calling on Member States that have not
ratified the Statute of the Organization to speed-up
the ratification process.

Amb. Hisham Yousef, the OIC Assistant Secre-
tary General for humanitarian, Cultural and Social
Affairs said that the convening of the roundtable
at the ministerial level following the meeting of the
working group to draft the statute of the Women
Development Organization confirms the importan-
ce that the Arab Republic of Egypt attaches to the
issues of advancement of women and to the role
of the Women Development Organization.

In a related context, the participants in the meeting
of the interim working group discussed the prelimi-
nary draft of the internal organizational structure of
the Women Development Organization in prepa-
ration for its submission to the Organization at the
start of its work.

It is worth mentioning that the Arab Republic of
Egypt announced that it would host the Islamic Mi-
nisterial Conference on Women in 2020.
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OIC ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE

COORDINATION MEETING FOR THE PREPARATION OF AN OIC DRAFT
STRATEGY TO EMPOWER THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY INSTITUTION

As part of the follow-up of the implementation
of the resolution on the preparation of an OIC
strategy for the Empowerment of the Marriage
and Family Institution and its Values in the Isla-
mic World, adopted by the Ministerial Conference
on the Marriage and Family Institution, hosted by
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 2017, the Inter-
national Islamic University Malaysia (IUM) hosted
a coordination meeting at the level of experts, on
12-13 July 2019, in Kuala Lumpur to discuss the
first draft of the strategy prepared by the IIUM in
coordination with the Islamic Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) and the
Statistical, Economic and Social Research and
Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) in
preparation for its submission to the meeting of the
Open-ended Intergovernmental Group of Experts
to be held in October 2019, at the headquarters
of the General Secretariat in Jeddah.

In addition to the General Secretariat, represented
by the Department of Social and Family Affairs, the
meeting was attended by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the Chair of the Ministerial Conference on
the Marriage and Family Institution, experts from
the IIUM, ISESCO, SESRIC and the International
Islamic Figh Academy.

The above-mentioned Ministerial Conference Re-
solution was adopted on the basis of the objecti-
ves of OIC Charter, which, inter alia, required the
OIC to “emphasize, protect and promote the role
of the family as the natural and fundamental unit
of society», and the importance accorded by OIC
Member States to empower and preserve the ins-
titution of marriage and the family, particularly in
the light of the moral, cultural and intellectual chal-
lenges which threaten the security and cohesion
of the institution of marriage and the family in the
Islamic world.

OIC AT INAUGURAL CELEBRATION OF DHAKA
AS MUSLIM WORLD’S CAPITAL OF TOURISM IN 2019

The People’s Republic of Bangladesh celebra-
ted its capital Dhaka as the Muslim world’s tou-
rist city for 2019, in an official ceremony held on
July 11th-12t 2019, attended by her Excellency
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and a host of tou-
rism ministers from the OIC Member States.

OIC Assistant Secretary General for Adminis-
trative and Financial Affairs, Ambassador Musa
Kulaklikaya, delivered a statement on behalf of
His Excellency Dr Yousef Al-Othaimeen, the Se-
cretary General of the OIC, wherein he congra-
tulated the Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh
on its capital city becoming the Muslim world’s
fifth tourist attraction city of the OIC Member
States. He pointed out that the 14" Islamic
Summit in Makkah Al-Mukarramah called for

increasing tourism among OIC nationals.

Not only is tourism an important bridge for
cultural exchange and social contact between
the wider Muslim community, he explained,
but it is also a profitable industry, an economic
force and a driver of development in Member
States.
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Expo Dubai 2020
20 October 2020 - 1 April 2021

The Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (0IC)
will participate in the

Expo Dubai 2020

to be held in Dubai in the State
of the United Arab Emirates
under the theme:

“Connecting Minds, Creating the
Future”
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THE G20 SUMMIT 2019 HELD IN OSAKA IN JAPAN

o 1T 620 OSAKA SUMMIT
- 109

Following the successful completion of the G20
Buenos Aires Summit on December 1, 2018, Ja-
pan, having assumed the G20 presidency for the
very first time, hosted the G20 Osaka Summit on
June 28 and 29, 2019.

The G20 Summit on Financial Markets and the
World Economy is held every year to discuss the
critical issues affecting the global economy, and it
brings together the members of the G7 (France,
the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany,
Japan, Italy, Canada and the European Union), as
well as Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, India, In-
donesia, Mexico, the Republic of Korea, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, and Turkey.

This year, the 2019 Summit focused on interna-
tional finance and economic issues and global
themes related to the United Nations 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Goals. Pressing regional se-
curity and economic issues were aso discussed
in bilateral, trilateral, and multilateral side meetings
during the gathering.

Around 30,000 participants including delegation
members and international journalists and NGO
representatives attended the Summit.

Though Singapore is not a member of the G-20, it
has regularly been invited given its prominent sta-
tus as a major financial centre and investment hub

6
‘ THIS YEAR, THE 2019 SUMMIT

FOCUSED ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCE AND ECONOMIC ISSUES
AND GLOBAL THEMES RELATED
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 2030
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOALS. 2

in Asia. The other seven invited countries to Osaka
Summit were: Spain, Vietham, Chile, the Nether-
lands, Thailand (as Asean chairman), Egypt (as
president of the African Union), and Senegal (as
president of the New Partnership for Africa’s De-
velopment). Nine International Organisations were
also invited as guests: the United Nations, World
Bank, International Monetary Fund, Financial Sta-
bility Board, World Trade Organisation, Internatio-
nal Labour Organisation, Organisation for Econo-
mic Cooperation and Development, World Health
Organisation, and the Asian Development Bank.

On this occasion, Japan’s Foreign Ministry sta-
ted: «Japan is determined to lead the G-20 Osaka
Summit towards success with the goal of achieving
both economic growth and reduction of dispari-
ties, and contributing to the development agenda
and other global issues».

In addition to the Osaka leaders’ Summit, separate
G-20 ministerial meetings were held. They inclu-
ded one for finance ministers and central bankers
in Fukuoka, a foreign ministers’ gathering in Aichi
Prefecture, an agricultural ministers’ meeting in
Niigata, a meeting on renewable energy in Karui-
zawa, Nagano Prefecture, a ministerial meeting on
trade and the digital economy that took place in
Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefecture and a tourism minis-
ters’ meeting in the town of Kutchan, Hokkaido,
next to Niseko.
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IN FOCUS

The Think20 (T20 Summit in Tokyo, Japan)

The Think20 (T20), the G20’s research and policy
advice network, held its annual summit in Tokyo
on 26-27 May 2019 to detail groundbreaking po-
licy innovations for consideration by G20 Leaders
during their Summit in Osaka one month later.

In this episode of Asia’s Developing Future, T20
Japan Chair, ADBI Dean Naoyuki Yoshino, ex-
plained how the T20’s empirical approach to
policy development could do wonders for G20
countries’ ability to tackle emerging challenges
at this critical juncture for the global economy.

«Political leaders should adhere to the princi-
ples of multilateralism despite swirls of anti-glo-
balism and economic uncertainties», experts
recommended at the forum in Tokyo ahead of
next month’s Group of 20 summit in Osaka.

This year, the Think 20, or T20 drew more than
400 think tank experts from Japan and abroad.

The 18-page T20 communiqué presented offi-
cial recommendations selected from more than
100 policy briefs written by the T20 Japan’s task

forces, which comprised researchers from think
tanks around the world, including members of
the Global Solutions Initiative’s Council for Global
Problem-Solving (CGP) and GSI President Dennis
J. Snower.

The document aimed to move the Japan 2019
G20 presidency’s priorities forward, but also ad-
vance the T20 Japan vision: Seeking a Sustaina-
ble, Inclusive and Resilient Society.

Policy Briefs were prepared by the Trade, Invest
ment and Globalization Task Force of the T20 un-
der Japan’s 2019 G20 presidency.

This policy brief (PB) provided decision-makers
with a succinct review of the state of the trading
system, serving as a background to or reference

for the other six PBs prepared by the T20 Task
Force on Trade, Investment and Globalization.

The brief argued that the world trading system has
been remarkably successful in many respects, but
that the present strain reflects causes which are
deep-seated and require a strategic response.

THE ISLAMIC CENTRE
FOR DEVELOPMENT

OF TRADE

THE TRADE AND INVESTMENT PARTNER IN
THE 0IC MEMBER COUNTRIES

Phone: 0522314974 - Fax: 0522310110

E-mail: icdt@icdt-oic.org
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TRAINING WORKSHOP ON DEVELOPING
MUSLIM FRIENDLY TOURISM IN SURINAME AND GUYANA

The Islamic Centre for Development of Trade
(ICDT) and the COMCEC Coordination Office orga-
nized a training workshop on ‘Developing Muslim
Friendly Tourism in Suriname and Guyana’ on 15-17
July 2019 in Paramaribo, Suriname. The event took
place within the framework of the Project Funding
of COMCEC Strategy aiming at enhancing solida-
rity, mobility and cooperation in the field of the tou-
rism sector on Muslim-Friendly Tourism in order to
promote and develop this niche in the Republics of
Suriname and Guyana.

The objectives of this training workshop were to
enhance capacity building of the Republics of Su-
riname and Guyana in the Muslim Friendly-Tourism
niche in order to increase tourist arrivals and re-
ceipts from OIC Member States as well as sharing
best practices in this field with experts from ICDT,
the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and
Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC), the
Standards and Metrology Institute for Islamic Coun-
tries, International Institute for Halal Research and
Training (INHART Malaysia), the Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Tourism of the Republic of Suriname
and the Ministry of Business of the Co-operative
Republic of Guyana. This event contributed also
to facilitating intra-OIC Tourism flows and therefore
to achieving the goals of New TYPOA (2025) and
COMCEC’s Strategy.

Besides, this event contributed to facilitating
knowledge sharing for the development of success
strategies for Muslim-friendly tourism as a sub-sec-
tor of Tourism and also to improving Tourism eco-
system in the OIC Member States particularly in the
Republics of Guyana and Suriname, which have a
touristic potential (various islands, heritage sites,
museums, forests, fauna and flora, beaches) that
need to be enhanced and exploited touristically for
their own development and shared with other OIC
Member States.

The implementation of MFT activities will also contri-
bute to alleviating poverty by enhancing coopera-

tion in the tourism sector in the OIC Member States,
developing MFT regulations for accommodation
establishments in both Guyana and Suriname by
utilizing COMCEC MFT Guideline, exploring new
markets and products and ensuring positive desti-
nation perception in tourism sector within the Mus-
lim Communities in Latin America by contributing to
multi-destination tourism corridors.

Senior-level experts, policy-makers and practitio-
ners from Suriname and Guyana attended the trai-
ning workshop and presented the following themes:
Importance of Tourism in the OIC Member States,
Understanding Halal issues: concept, definition,
fields and applications (certification and accredita-
tions) and case of Muslim Friendly Tourism, Stan-
dards of Muslim Friendly-Tourism, Developing and
Promoting MFT Products and Services in the OIC
Member States, Efforts of OIC and Strategic Road-
map for Development of Muslim Friendly Tourism in
OIC Member Countries, Developing and Promoting
Intra-OIC Tourism in Suriname and Guyana, and
Strategies for developing and promoting MFT in Su-
riname and Guyana. On this occasion, the repre-
sentatives of the public and private sectors shared
their experiences and activities in the field of tourism
in Suriname and Guyana.

The workshop ended with the closing remarks made
by organizers, who assessed the workshop and
distributed certificates of participation and appre-
ciation respectively to participants and lecturers.

Site visits were made to some important attraction
such as mosque, museums, and restaurants in Pa-
ramaribo.

However, despite attracting significant interest
across the globe, MFT is relatively a new concept in
Latin America, especially, in Suriname and Guyana.
Nevertheless, these two OIC Member Countries
have a great potential to attract significant number
of tourists interested in MFT services from the conti-
nental America as well as Africa, Europe and Asia.
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FOOD AND HDSF’ITALITY OMAN

A three-day exhibition that will showcase a host of the best and the latest products, ser-
vices, equipment and technology from various segments of the food and hospitality
industry.

Check out more than 400 brands of food and agricultural products, catering and kitchen
equipment, food processing technologies, hospitality equipment, supplies and services
and more from more than 100 local and international companies around the world.

Within the framework of the collaboration
between the International Trade Centre (ITC-Ge-
OIC Trode Mop neva) and the Islamic Centre for Development of
Trade (ICDT), the Centre has the honor to inform
the Economic Operators of the OIC Member Sta-
tes that the OIC Trade Map is accessible on the

Centre’s website TINIC trough the following link:
http://icdt-oic.org/

4

OIC Trade Map provides - in the form of tables,
graphs and maps - indicators on export perfor-
mance, international demand, alternative mar-
kets and competitive markets, tenders as well as
a directory of importing and exporting compa-
nies.

OIC Trade Map is available for data relating to all
OIC Member States starting from 15t April 2017.
Many quiries can be done on more than 5300
products of the Harmonized System.
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COVER STORY

DEVELOPING BLOCKCHAIN
FOR TRADE FACILITATION IN OIC COUNTRIES

Blockchain is seen by many as
an interesting tool to improve
the efficiency of trade proces-
ses and help move towards
paperless trade. However, the
challenges to overcome are
equivalent to the opportunities
offered by the technology.

Blockchain is considedred as
a possible game-changer to
digitalize and automate trade
finance processes, in particu-
lar letters of credit, and to ease
supply chain finance. An array
of banks working with financial
technology (fintech) startups
and information technology (IT)
companies are investigating the
potential of such a technology.
Pilot projects are encouraged,
but a number of technical and
regulatory issues need to be
addressed before the techno-
logy can be used on a wide
scale.

The intrinsic characteristics of

the technology also make it a
potentially interesting tool to
help implement the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA)
and to facilitate business-to-
government (B2G) and govern-
ment-to-government (G2G)
processes at the national level.

Thus, Blockchain and smart
contracts could help adminis-
ter border procedures and na-
tional single windows (a single
point of entry through which
trade stakeholders can submit
documentation and other infor-
mation to complete customs
procedures) in a more efficient,
transparent and secure man-
ner, and improve the accuracy
of trade data. The real challen-
ge will be to make cross-border
G2G processes more efficient.
This will not only require settling
interoperability issues at a tech-
nical level — an issue on which
the Blockchain community is
working actively — it will also re-

quire standardization and poli-
tical will to create a regulatory
framework that is conducive to
paperless trade. The techno-
logy will only be able to work
to its full potential if all aspects
of cross-border trade transac-
tions are digitalized, from trade
finance to customs, transpor-
tation and logistics, and if the
semantics are aligned (i.e. what
specific information is commu-
nicated by the data elements).

The transportation and logis-
tics sector, which constitutes
a fertile ground for blockchain
implementation due to the large
number of actors involved, is
actively looking into ways to le-
verage the technology in order
to develop trade platforms that
could connect all actors along
the supply chain, including
banks and customs authorities.

If the projects that are under de-
velopment succeed, Blockchain
could well become the future of
trade infrastructure and the big-
gest disruptor to the shipping in-
dustry and to international trade
since the invention of the contai-
ner. However, much remains to
be done. Such projects require
a complex integration work and
a conducive regulatory environ-
ment. They also raise issues of
interoperability and standardiza-
tion. Hence, a dialogue between
all stakeholders, including regu-
lators, is essential.
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Blockchain could be a power-
ful tool to facilitate SMEs’ par-
ticipation in international trade,
by facilitating access to trade
finance, facilitating trade proce-
dures, and reducing trade costs.
It could help to lower barriers to
entry, making it easier for small
companies and producers to
participate in international trade.
However, these opportunities
can only be realized if small
firms and producers have the
right technical skills and enjoy
adequate internet access. Ad-
dressing the digital gap — both in
terms of access and bandwidth
— is therefore of key importance.

In this perspective, hundreds of
banks in the OIC Countries, are
testing or developing fintech pro-
ducts using blockchain systems.
If the State of the United Arab
Emirates is taken as an exam-
ple, it will be found that the Du-
bai government has announced
its plans to become the leader in
blockchain utilization in the Gulf
with blockchain systems across
all public and private sectors by
2020. Malaysia also is another
good example as regards the
use of Blochchain. Malaysian
banks are taking a more proac-
tive approach by working with
blockchain fintech experts such
as Neuroware, who provides
APl's and toolkits to banking
and government organisations
across Asia.

Blochchain in the Saudi Vision
2030 as a revolutionary and di-
gital transformation is one of the
vision’s main pillars. The Saudi
central bank, SAMA, has signed

COVER STORY

an agreement
with  «Ripple»
to help banks
in the Kingdom
improve  their
payments in-
frastructure
using xCurrent.
This  ground-
breaking pilot
program is the
first of its kind
launched by a
central  bank.
Participating

banks will use xCurrent to ins-
tantly settle payments sent into
and out of the country, with
greater transparency and lower
costs. SAMA’s support of Saudi
banks using blockchain techno-
logy has the potential to radically
show how banks in the country
send money globally. The King-
dom of Saudi Arabia now has
access to every financial insti-
tution (banks and payment pro-
viders) on RippleNet, which will
not only help modernize their
payments systems, but also
increase their reach into major
corridors. Yet, the challenges
for OIC Countries in relation to
the Blockchain Technology are
numerous, but not insurmoun-
table.

There is an urgent and critical
need for the development of
Shariah expertise in the Block-
chain field. OIC Governments
need to invest urgently in trai-
ning, research and development
of all stakeholders across all
segments of society, particu-
larly, in relation to how Islamic

Microfinance can be advanced
using this technology. So, Isla-
mic banking together with the
technological innovations of Fin-
Tech, the blockchain, and cryp-
tocurrencies, can create growth
and wealth in the OIC Coun-

tries, streamline Sharia-com-
pliant financial instruments, free
up finance for new enterprises,
reduce costs, and benefit many
people and businesses throu-
ghout the Muslim world.

To conclude, Blockchain could
make intra-OIC trade smarter.
Yet, smart trade requires smart
solutions and smart standardi-
zation — which can only be de-
veloped through cooperation. If
OIC Countries succeed in crea-
ting an ecosystem conducive to
the wider development of Bloc-
kchain, intra-OIC trade may look
radically different in 10 to 15

years.
Sources:
www.ifnfintech.com

www.wto.org
www.arabnews.com

TIJARIS - Issue 159 - May-July 2019 -



SPECIAL ISSUE

Overview of the
Economy of the
Kingdom of Morocco

Srerdacrgan
e A YOy
T ey

HIS MAJESTY THE KING &
MOHAMMED VI,
KING OF MOROCCO
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE KINGDOM’S CELEBRATION OF
HALF A CENTURY AFTER THE INCEPTION OF THE ORGANISATION
OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION (OIC) ON ITS LAND
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SPECIAL ISSUE

Overview of the
Economy of the
Kingdom of Morocco

INTRODUCTION

The openness of the King-dom
of Morocco to its international
and regional environment has
been translated into a deepe-
ning of competitive moderniza-
tion reforms, a consolidation of
partnerships with key players of
the globalized system, and the
progressive diversification  of
partnerships with emerging and
developing countries within the
framework of the South-South
dimension of Morocco’s foreign

policy.

As the foundation stone of its
system of alliances and par-
tnerships, the Kingdom'’s regio-
nal foothold had a turning point
with the return of thr Kingdom
of Morocco to its African institu-
tional family, which would ena-
ble it to play a more structuring
role in favor of the development
of the African continent, based
on win-win cooperation sche-
mes.At the domestic level, the-
Kingdom has made of human
development a national priority
and has undertaken major re-
forms aimed at accelerating
the structural transformation of
its productive system, as evi-
denced by ambitious sectoral
strategies covering key sectors
of the national economy. The
objective is to reinforce the co-
herence of its development mo-
del and make it more inclusive,
especially at the territorial level
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by empowering the regions of the
Kingdom to turn into development
actors, a space for wealth creation
and emergence of competitive spe-
cialization profiles.

MEMBERSHIP TO INTERNATIONAL OR-
GANIZATIONS:

- The Kingdom of Morocco has
been Member of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) since
September 251, 1969.

- The Kingdom of Morocco has
been Member of the World Trade
Organization (WTQO) since 1t Ja-
nuary 1995 and a member of GATT
since June 17, 1987,

- The Kingdom is also member of
several International Organizations,
among which, UN, CARICOM,
ASEAN, OECD, the Union For the
Mediterranean.

- The Kingdom also has an advan-
ced partnership status with the Eu-
ropean Union.

- Membership in OIC Agreements:
TPSOIC (signed and ratified), PRE-
TAS (signed, ratified), Rules of Ori-
gin (signed and ratified).

- Membership in Regional agree-
ments: AMU, GAFTA (Arab League)
and Agadir Agreement and ZLECA
(African Union).

THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO: A
MODEL FOR NATIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT

The structural analysis of natio-
nal economic growth confirms
the Kingdom'’s firm commitment
to modernizing and diversifying
its production base, which is
clearly reflected in various eco-
nomic sectors:

¢ The Agricultural Sector

The agricultural sector’s perfor-
mance became steadier since
the launch of the Green Morocco
Scheme, which was inaugurated
by His Majesty The King Moham-
med VIin April 2008. This project,
which enabled Moroccan agri-
culture, was aimed at becoming
one of the first productive deve-
lopment sectors, modernizing
agriculture, promoting agricultu-
ral investments, good integration
of productive chains, ensuring
food security, boosting agricultu-
ral product exports and valuing
local products. Morocco’s Green
Plan also aims at supporting agri-
culture by encouraging private
investments and adopting new
means in assembling agricultural
products, developing Moroccan
agricultural exports and deve-
loping industrial activities related
to agriculture; in addition to im-
proving the living conditions of
the small farmer and to fighting
poverty in rural areas by raising
agricultural income in the most
vulnerable areas.
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¢ The Industrial Sector

The successful implementation
of the measures outlined in the
framework of the Industrial Ac-
celeration Plan released the po-
tential of the Moroccan industrial
sector and turned it into a lever
for structural transformation of
the Moroccan economy. Pro-
found changes took place, par-
ticularly with the development
of new jobs that strengthened
the technological content of in-
dustrial exports. The dynamics
initiated at the level of automo-
tive and aeronautical industries
have had a positive impact on
job creation. The Industrial Ac-
celeration Plan is in line with
the Emergence Plan and aims
to make industry a major lever
of growth. The new industrial
strategy assigns the following
general objectives for the sector
by 2020:

- The creation of half a million
jobs, half of which comes from
foreign direct investment, and
the other half from a renovated
national industrial base;

- A nine points growth in indus-
try’s share of GDP, increasing
from 14% to 23% by 2020.

To achieve these goals, the new
strategy has set down some
key metrics grouped into the
following:

- reducing the fragmentation of
the sector and building a bet-
ter-integrated industry. This de-

pends on setting up industrial eco-
systems with a mission of creating
new dynamics and a new type of
relationship between large groups
and SMEs. Such a new collabora-
tion between industrial leaders and
SMEs aims to make the industry a
major source of employment, espe-
cially for young people. The logic of
ecosystems is equally aimed at opti-
mizing social and economic benefits
of procurement contracts through
industrial compensation  (offset),
which represents 20% of GDP. Such
measures will boost investments,
increase the sector’s value and im-
prove the balance of payments by
encouraging purchases of goods
and services from the local indus-
try. Special attention is also paid
to link formal with informal proces-
ses through the establishment of a
comprehensive system integrated
with “very small businesses” (TPE)
including the creation of the self-
entrepreneur status, a modified tax
section, as well as social security,
support and dedicated funding.

- setting up a funding plan, a state
industrial investment fund (le Fonds
de Développement Industriel — FDI),
with a budget of 20 billion dirhams,
which allows the industrial sector
to consolidate, modernize, and de-
velop its ability to replace imported
products. The banking sector is also
participating in the launching of the
new strategy.

- Making 1000 hectares available
for industrial rental parks with tur-
nkey premises, which come in ad-

dition to the existing supply of
industrial zones and integrated
industrial centres (P2l), and in-
clude a one-stop shop, a pool
of local workers, ad hoc ser-
vices and a training package.

- Improving the international po-
sitioning of the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco. Regarding the country’s
situation in foreign markets,
the efforts will be concentrated
on sectors with a high export
potential with the aim of im-
proving the competitiveness in
this field. Close tracking of Free
Trade Agreements (FTA) under
negotiation will be carried out,
as well as close monitoring of
compliance with provisions of
existing FTAs.

- planning to promote foreign
investment by establishing a
culture of “deal-making” to open
the Kingdom of Morocco to the
opportunities of the changing
international market, for exam-
ple the expected offshoring of
85 million Chinese jobs. For this
purpose a dedicated team is
being set up.

- fulfilling Morocco’s African di-
mension, a direction given at
the highest level of state. The
actions undertaken to develop
privileged relations with other
African countries with a view of
establishing mutually beneficial
partnerships.
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- The Tangier Free Zone:

The Tangier Free Zone, Mo-
rocco’s largest free zone, esta-
blished in 1999, covers a 350-
hectare area, which saw £1.5
billion worth of investment from
companies which have set up
operations there. Presently, the
main company is the French
automaker Renault, whose
plant puts out 150,000 cars a
year, but whose actual produc-
tion capacity is 400,000 units a
year.

Brazil is is in talks with the Kin-
gdom for a project with Ford to
be planted on an area covering
15,000 square-metres. After
auto parts, the most important
industry at the Tangier free zone
is aerospace, but electronics,
foodstuffs, textiles and services
companies are also present.

- The Atlantic Free Zone:

On June 20", 2019, The King
Mohammed VI presided over
the inauguration ceremony of
the ecosystem of the French
«PSA» Group planted in the
Kingdo of Morocco at the «At-
lantic Free Zone», an integrated
industrial platform in the muni-
cipality of Amer Saflia, Kénitra
province.

On this occasion, the first
ever Peugeot 208 «Made in
Morocco» was released. The
PSA Group’s new plant, with

an annual production capacity of
100,000 vehicles and associated
engines, has witnessed the launch
of the expansion of this latest-ge-
neration industrial complex, which
will have a production capacity to
double before 2023. The target is
to eventually generate 4,000 jobs.

The vision is to develop efficient
economic ecosystems generating
the vocational training of the men
and women who will make the fu-
ture of the automotive industry with
the promise of rich careers within
this sector.

¢ Phosphate

As per the strategic repositioning of
the phosphate and its derivatives,
the OCP Group is continuing the
implementation of its investment
program, which amounts MAD 200
billion and extends over the 2008-
2025 period. This strategy em-
phasizes the strengthening of par-
tnerships with regional and global
operators for a better integration of
the value chain. Thus, many par-

The,aeronautics
sector grows
by, 15-20%
CERCEL

in the Kingdom

| ﬁ “ﬁof Morocco

tnerships have been established
with different countries, espe-
cially those of the African conti-
nent (Nigeria, Angola, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Cote d’lvoire, Ghana,
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
Cameroon, Senegal, Benin and
Mozambique), that offer signi-
ficant opportunities in terms of
business prospects.

¢ Halieutis strategy

The Halieutis strategy was desi-
gned to overcome the disadvan-
tages that the fisheries sector
had faced, the management of
resources to marketing, including
the catching, the landing, the
first sale and the transformation.
Halieutis is developed around
three main lines. These are: the
durability line whose objective is
to ensure the protection and the
sustainability of species, which
are vulnerable and exposed to
overfishing, while providing eco-
nomic operators with the neces-
sary visibility to consolidate their
investments.
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This line also aims to educate
the operators and make them
adopt the principles of a res-
ponsible fishing. To achieve
these objectives, the strategy
includes an action plan for the
fisheries  research, fisheries
planning basing on quotas,
the adaptation and the moder-
nization of the fishing effort as
well as the development of the
aquaculture.

The second line is the line of
performance which consists in
ensuring the optimal conditions
of quality in the treatment of pro-
ducts and better enhancing the
resource during the key stages.
This line also aims to guarantee
the transparency throughout
the value chain and establish
efficient mechanisms for sale in
the markets. In this regard, im-
portant investments were made
in the fisheries infrastructures
with the construction of fish lan-
ding sites, fishing villages and a
new generation fish market.

The third line is the line of com-
petitiveness whose objectiveisto
facilitate access to raw materials
for the industrials and to direct
them towards more flourishing
markets through the creation of
three competitiveness clusters
in the Kingdom, which will help
to gather the fishing companies,
the research centers and other
operators in the same area.

o Strategy in the Energy field: the
Kingdom of Morocco developed
a new national energy strategy to
secure energy supplies while adap-
ting a sustainable development ap-
proach. This strategy also aims to
maintain competitive process and
better control the demand. As part
of this strategy, many directions
were adopted and a new legislative
and regulatory framework was also
implemented regarding the Laws
related to Energy Efficiency and
the ONE — ONEP merger and the
Law 13-09 on renewable energies
(investment opportunities, for the
private sector, which can produce
renewable energies and provide
supply for the local and/or the inter-
national market).

- Solar Energy
As part of its strategy towards
energy use, the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco gives priority to developing
renewable energy and sustainable
development.

Noor solar power in Morocco

Noor Quarzazate, the first solar
power project run by the Moroc-
can Solar Energy Agency (MASEN),
is the world’s largest solar power
complex with an overall capacity of
580MW. Built on an area of more
than 3,000 hectares, Noor Ouarza-
zat includes four multi-technologi-
cal solar power plants, developed
in total respect of the international
norms, particularly in terms of tech-
nology. The project is also associa-

‘- i i

ted with a research and deve-
lopment platform which covers
more than 150 hectares. The
Quarzazat «Noor I», which co-
vers over 480 hectares, has a
generating capacity of 160MW
and is equipped with a thermal
energy storage device allowing
it to operate at full capacity for
3 hours without sunlight (after
sunset or cloudy weather). The
2 and 3¢ plants of the Ouar-
zazate solar complex (Noor |l
and Noor lll), have thermo-so-
lar cylindrical parabolic troughs
and 7 hours of energy storage
capability, the 200MW power
plant (Noor ll) is built on an area
of 680 hectares. The Noor Il
will employ central tower tech-
nology with salt and will receiver
7 to 8 hours of energy storage
capability. These three projects
combined with the photovoltaic
phase (Noor IV), will make Noor
Quarzazate the largest muilti-
technology solar production
site in the world with a capacity
of 580 MW and a total invest-
ment of over 24 billion dirhams,
excluding common infrastruc-
ture developed by MASEN and
National Electricity and Drinking
Water Office (ONEE) for the
needs of developers.
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FOREIGN TRADE

Morocco’s Total Exports re-
gistered in 2010 USD 18.5
billon and reached USD 29.3
billion in 2018 increasing by  de.

ment,

World exports in million US$ (2010-2018)

58.6% thanks to the export of
machinery and transport equip-
manufacturing products
and food during this last deca-

Imports recorded a rate
growth of 38% passing
from USD 37.1 billion in
2010 to USD 51.3 billion in
2018.

Morocco 2010 2011 2012 2013

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

World 19,607 22,178

Exports

18,493 20,656

23,599 22,037 22,858 25,607 29,330

World imports in million USS (2010-2018)

Morocco 2010 2011 2012 2013

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

World 45,616

Imports

37,136 43,335 32,890

45,611 37,546 41,696 45,083 51,251

According to this graph, the foreign trade of Mo-
rocco is dominated by machinery and transport
equipment accounting for 34% of total trade

INTRA-OIC TRADE

Since its accesion to the OIC, the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco has played a great role to enhance trade
and investment between OIC Member States,
share its experiences with many countries and

Intra-0IC exports in million US$ (2010-2018)

(exports+imports) followed by manufactured pro-
ducts (24.7%), food (16.5%), chemicals (13%), fuel
(7%) and other products (4.8%).

provide technical assistance. Intra-OIC totaled
USD 8.7 billion in 2010 and reached USD 10.3
billion in 2018, recording an increase of 18.2% of
trade growth.

Morocco 2010 2011 2012 2013

Intra-OIC
Exports

2,137 2,291.36 | 2,641.75

2,675.04
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Intra-0IC imports in million US$ (2010-2018)

Morocco 2010 2011 2012 2013

Intra-OIC 6,535 7,668.29 | 7,955.11 | 8,641.54
Imports

Net Intra-0IC exports in million US$ (2010-2018)
Morocco 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Intra-OIC 4,336 4,979.83 | 5,298.43 | 5,658.29 5,652 4,399 4,345 4,262 5127
Trade

Intra-OIC Trade of Morocco is  lowed by chemicals (fertilizers  ment (cars and spare parts)
concentrated in manufac- and pharmaceuticals) (21%), (20%), food (16%) and fuel
tured products (26%), fol-  machinery and transport equip-  (12%).

Main intra-0IC exported products in HS 6digits (2018)

Morocco Main intra-OIC exported products

Motor cars and other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport of persons, Ignition wiring sets
and other wiring sets for vehicles, aircraft or ships, Phosphoric acid; polyphosphoric acids, Diammonium
hydro genortho phosphate, Ammonium dihydro genortho phosphate; Natural calcium phosphates and
natural aluminium calcium phosphates, Electric conductors, Parts of aeroplanes or helicopters; Tomatoes,
fresh or chilled, Octopus «Octopus spp.», frozen, Electrical apparatus for switching electrical circuits,
Medium oils and preparations, of petroleum or bituminous minerals, Fresh or chilled beans «Vigna spp.,
Phaseolus spp.», shelled or unshelled, Frozen sardines «Sardina pilchardus, Sardinops spp.», sardinella,
Women'’s or girls’ blouses, shirts and shirt-blouses of man-made fibres ;T-shirts, singlets and other vests of
cotton, knitted or crocheted.

Main intra-0IC imported products in HS 6digits (2018)

Morocco Main intra-OIC imported products

Medium oils and preparations, of petroleum or bituminous minerals ; Butanes, liquefied ; Motor cars and
other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport of persons ; Sulphur of all kinds ; Parts of aero-
planes or helicopters ; Coal ; Wheat and meslin ; Electrical apparatus for switching electrical circuits ; Wire
of refined coppe ; Light oils and preparations, of petroleum ; Aeroplanes and other powered aircraft ; Anhy-
drous ammonia ; Telephones for cellular networks «mobile telephones» ; Electric conductors ; Crude soya-
bean oil ; Raw cane sugar, in solid form; Medicaments ; Durum wheat ; Natural gas in gaseous state.
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The main OIC Countries’ Customers in 2018 were  bya and Egypt and the key suppliers to Morocco
the following: Turkey; Cote d’lvoire, Mauritania, Se-  are: Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Emirates, Algeria, Tunisia,
negal, Pakistan, Algeria, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Li- Kazakhstan, Indonesia, Malaysia and Bahrain.

Main Customers (2018) Main Suppliers (2018)

Morocco Main Customers Morocco Main Suppliers
Turkey, Cote d’lvoire, Mauritania, Senegal,
Pakistan, Algeria, Tunisia, Saudil Arabia, Lybia
and Egypt

Turkey, Saudia Arabia, U.A Emirates, Alge-
ria, Egypt, Tunisia, Kazakhstan, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Bahrain

INTRA-OIC TRADE SHARE

Intra-OIC exports share in % (2010-2018)

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2017

Morocco 11.56% 11.09% 13.54% 12.06% 14.78% 12.30%

Intra-OIC imports share in % (2010-2018)

Country 2010 2011 2012

Morocco 17.60% 17.70% 18.55%

Intra-OIC trade share in % (2010-2018)

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Morocco 14.58% 14.40% 16.05% 15.50% 15.56% 14.77% 13.83% 1211% | 12.50%

The Kingdom of Morocco signed and ratified the Trade Preferential System among the OIC Member States
and also conveyed its list of concessions to the OIC Trade Negotiation Committee.

Source: ICDT
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¢ The tourism sector:

The Kingdom of Morocco,
the land of diversity and
connexion between people,
has a huge touristic potential.

The 2020 Vision aspires to:

- continuing to make tourism
one of the pillars of econo-
mic, social and cultural de-
velopment of the Kingdom of
Morocco.

- making the country remain
part of the world’s 20 largest
destinations in the field of sus-
tainable development through
a unique and environmentally
responsible model of tourism
development and placing
sustainable development at
the heart of its strategy. The
objective is to double the size
of the sector to become the
first industry of the country
and build 160,000 new ho-
tels and 40,000 new beds of
luxury tourism residences; in
addition, to increase tourist
arrivals by doubling the mar-
ket share in the main Euro-
pean markets, as well as to
attract one million tourists in
the emerging markets.

e Logistics connectivity

For over a decade, the Kin-
gdom of Morocco launched
large-scale projects aimed at
elevating its infrastructure to

international standards:

- Tanger-Med Port |

It entered into service in
2007 with a total capaci-
ty of 8 million containers,
in addition to professio-
nal real estate of over §
5000 hectares, comple-
ments the overall port
infrastructure consisting
of 38 (13 foreign trade)
ports meeting internatio-
nal standards.

- Tangier Med Port Il

The Tangier Med Port Il was inau-
gurated on June 28, 2019, which
is twice the capacity of Tangier
Med |. The new port, which has
been operating since 2007, will
increase the total capacity of the
Tangier Med complex’s container
terminals, makes Tangier Med
one of the largest transshipment
hubs in the Atlantic and Mediter-
ranean. It will soon be one of the
world’s top 20 container ports.

- The Highway Network

It has grown exponentially to link
the main Moroccan cities of over
400 000 inhabitants. It should
reach 3000 km by 2020.

- Airports

Thanks to an Open Sky policy, the
17 international airports in Mo-
rocco (largest airport hub in the
region) are used by a multitude of
international companies and are

connected to major cities and
economic platforms of world
affairs.

- High-Speed Rail

Regarding the high-speed
rail, the Kingdom of Morocco,
being a hub of international
development over the last few
years, now it is treading in the
footsteps of economic powe-
rhouses like Japan, South Ko-
rea, China and France by buil-
ding an intercity TGV rail link,
making the Kingdom the pio-
neer on the African continent.
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e Offshoring sector:

It has witnessed obvious de-
velopment in recent years and
continues to show significant
growth potential. The sector
has a very positive growth dy-
namic on the international front
with an estimated development
of 25% per year. The Kingdom
is becoming one of the world’s
leading destinations in Offsho-
ring, especially in the French-
speaking countries. The sector
has experienced considerable
success. More than 50 com-
panies have expressed interest
to relocate to the Kingdom of
Morocco and over 20,000 jobs
were created between 2005
and 2008. The Emergence Co-
venant focuses its Offshoring
offer on 3 main categories:

- ITO: outsourcing services re-
lated to information systems);

- BPO: transversal and vertical
business process outsourcing,
such as staff administration,
mass accounting  process,
etc...

- Customer Service: Call Cen-
ters.

¢ Telecommunications sector:

The integration of the Moroccan
economy into the digital age
is only possible today thanks
to the boom in the telecom-
munications sector which has
experienced strong dynamics
since its liberalization in 1999.

To develop the sector, the
Kingdom has set a new strategy
baptized Digital Morocco 2020
launched in July 2016 to accele-
rate the digital transformation of
the country with the objectives of
putting 50% of administrative pro-
cedures online, reducing the digital
divide by 50% and connecting 20%
of SMEs.

To ensure the efficient implementa-
tion of this strategy, the Kingdom of
Morocco has established an agen-
cy dedicated to the digital economy
and e-government.

* Retail

Retail contributes to 11% of GDP
and employs about 1.2 million peo-
ple or 12.8% of the labor force in
Morocco. Retail has experienced
over the past decade, the emer-
gence of new patterns of trade,
especially, franchise networks and
retail.

The Department of Trade and
Industry has developed the Vi-

sion 2020 Rawaj plan for sec-
tor development and trade
distribution. Rawaj plan revolves
around four main axes:

- The large and medium distri-
bution

- The independent commerce

- Trade Network and the fran-
chise

- Public spaces merchants un-
der the responsibility of muni-
cipalities (wholesale markets,
slaughterhouses and fish mar-
kets).

The Rawaj Plan consists in:

- Make Morocco a platform par
excellence for shopping with an
offer that meets the needs of all
consumers ;

- Modernize the local shops
(labeling, central purchasing,
networking traders ...) ;

- Contribute to the emergence of
national champions (assistance
and support of national opera-
tors in the creation and develop-
ment of commercial networks) ;
- Implement 600 supermarkets
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and hypermarkets in 2020, with
more than 50 hypermarkets ge-
nerating nearly 80,000 jobs ;

- Creation of 15 malls that can
accommodate almost 3000
franchise stores and modern
trade and generating nearly
21,000 jobs ;

- Creation of 15 outlets, dis-
count stores and factory outlets
generating 5,000 jobs ;

- Increase the current GDP of
trade to 98 billion MAD ;

Bring the contribution of trade
to GDP at 12.5% ;

- Increase sector growth to 8%
annually.

e The financial sector:

No less important, the financial
sector holds a vital importance
in the dynamism of the econo-
my of the Kingdom of Morocco,
particularly in the process of ca-
pital accumulation, the increase
of productivity, and the contri-
bution to national added value.
Thus, an integrated and com-
petitive financing offer is imple-
mented, under a partnership
agreement between the state
and the banking sector, that
is committed to supporting in-
dustrial companies (competitive
rates, support for restructuring
and internationalization, etc.)
and to provide consultation and
support necessary to project
leaders.

INVEST IN MOROCGO

Aware of the fact that invest-
ment is a key factor to ensu-
re sustainable and sustained
economic growth, the Kingdom of
Morocco has liberalized its eco-
nomy by easing procedures, pro-
viding better protection to private
operators through introducing
new laws aiming at improving in-
vestment conditions and, thus,
acquiring significant flow of do-
mestic and foreign private capital,
including:

- Labor Code:

This Code matches the basic
principles set by the Constitution
and international standards as
spelled out in the UN conventions
and its specialized organizations
in connection with the work field.
The protected rights include:

- Trade union freedom and effec-
tive adoption of the right to orga-
nize and to bargain collectively;

- Prohibition of all forms of work
coercion;

- Effective abolition of child labor
- Prohibition of discrimination in
terms of employment and profes-
sions;

- Equal wages.

- Copyrights

The law on copyright and rela-
ted rights anticipates measures
that aim, on the one hand, to

strengthen and modernise the
protection system for creators
and works and on the other to
harmonise national legislation
with  commitments made by
Morocco as part of Internatio-
nal treaties and agreements.

- Industrial Property

The law on the protection of
industrial property anticipates
provisions for a brand opposi-
tion system as well as for bor-
der measures to control mer-
chandise suspected of being
counterfeit. It also covers the
protection of sound signals and
brand smells, and includes the
deposit of brands in electronic
format. The 06-99 Law on free
pricing and competition sets
the rules for the protection of
competition and aims to boost
economic efficiency, improve
the welfare of consumers and
ensure transparency and fair-
ness in trade relations.

Personal Data Protection

The Law on the protection of
individuals with regard to pro-
cessing of personal data intro-
duced a set of legal provisions
aimed at protecting the iden-
tity, rights and individual and
collective freedoms as well as
privacy against all attacks that
may affect them through use of
computers.
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The Law defines, among others
and with precision, the right of
access to databases containing
personal data, to object to cer-
tain treatments, to request cor-
rection of erroneous data and
delete outdated information or
those whose purpose of treat-
ment was performed.

Arbitration and Mediation

The arbitration legal arsenal is
characterized by a series of in-
novations aimed at harmonizing
the Moroccan trade law with in-
ternational principles. This law
has also contributed to achie-
ving an international quality of
arbitration and provides conven-
tional mediation as an alternati-
ve for resolving conflicts.

Free Trade Agreements

Within the framework of its glo-
bal openness and liberalization
strategy, Morocco has set up
during the last decade a legal
framework conducive to deve-
loping its commercial relations
with some of its potential par-
tners, through the conclusion
of free trade agreements either
bilaterally or regionally:

- Morocco-European Union as-
sociation agreements

- Morocco-United States Free
Trade Agreement

- Morocco - EFTA Free Trade
Agreement

- Morocco-Turkey
Free Trade Agree-
ment

- Arab Free Trade
Zone

- Morocco-Arab
Countries Trade
Agreement.

Taxes

The Moroccan tax

system, for the sake

of simplification, ra-

tionalization and mo-

dernization, has been

codified under the

General Tax Code

(C@Gl). The main taxes are:

- Income Tax concerning income
and profits of individuals and pri-
vate companies,

- Corporate Tax concerning income
and profits earned by companies
and other legal entities,

- Value added tax (VAT), which ap-
plies to consumer spending,

- Registration fees and stamp du-
ties.

Moreover, in order to encourage
investment and promote certain
sectors, the existing legislative pro-
visions relating to tax incentives
envisage tax exemptions in terms
of common law and at the sectoral
level.

Investment Incentives
In addition to the tax exemptions
granted under the common law,

Moroccan law provides spe-
cific financial, tax and customs
advantages to investors, as part
of agreements or investment
contracts to be concluded with
the State, provided that they
meet the required criteria. This
concerns:

- The contribution of the state
to certain investment expenses:
Investment Promotion Fund;

- The contribution of the state
to certain expenses for the pro-
motion of investment in specific
industrial sectors and the de-
velopment of modern techno-
logies: the Hassan Il Fund for
Economic and Social Develo-
pment;

- Exemption from customs du-
ties under Article 7.1 of the Fi-
nance Act No. 12/98;
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- Exemption from import VAT
under Section 123-22 °-b of
the General Tax Code.

These four advantages can be
benefited from in a single in-
vestment project. And for more
information on each of these
advantages:

- Investment and Industrial
Development Fund

- Hassan Il Fund

- Import Duty Exemption

- VAT Exemption.

Moreover, the government pro-
vides many advantages to in-
vestors in the tourism sector.
These advantages include:

e Total exemption from VAT on
capital goods acquired in Mo-
rocco or abroad for a period of
36 months;

e Zero corporate tax rate during
the first 5 years of operation;

e Corporate tax rate reduced
to 17.5 percent on the turno-
ver invoiced in foreign currency
beyond the first 5 years of ope-
ration;

e AVAT rate reduced to 10% on
hotels’ accommodation sales.

Investor Protection

As part of foreign investment
promotion efforts, the Kingdom
of Morocco has ratified inter-
national conventions relating to
the guarantee and protection of

investment. These include agree-
ments on the establishment of :

- The International Center for Sett-
lement of Investment Disputes «IC-
SID»

- The Multilateral Investment Gua-
rantee Agency «MIGA»

- The Inter-Arab Organization for
Investment Guarantee Corpora-
tion.

The promotion of foreign invest-
ment in Morocco is not only li-
mited to the adherence to inter-
national multilateral conventions
but extends to the bilateral ones,
as part of strengthening relations
with key partners. So many trea-
ties, agreements and conventions
for the promotion and protection
of investments and avoidance of
double taxation have been signed
throughout the recent decades.

Agreements and conventions rela-
ted to promotion and investment
protection

The main provisions of these agree-
ments and conventions concern
the following aspects:

- Treatment of permitted invest-
ments

- Free transfer of capital and in-
come

- The non-expropriation of in-
vestment, except for public utility
reasons and following a court deci-
sion (on a nondiscriminatory basis
and to pay a prompt and adequate
compensation);

- Disputes with recourse to do-
mestic courts or international
arbitration at the choice of the
investor Non-double Taxation
Agreements.

Morocco has signed agree-
ments with several countries
to avoid double taxation with
respect to income tax. These
agreements establish the list of
taxes and income concerned,
the rules for mutual administra-
tive assistance and the principle
of non-discrimination.

Investor protection under the na-
tional law

Foreign investors benefits from
a convertibility regime, which
ensures that the investor has
the right to:

- Carry out investment opera-
tions in Morocco;

- Transfer income produced by
these investments abroad;

- Re-transfer income from the
liquidation or sale of invest-
ments.

Sources:

www.finances.gov.ma
www.mcinet.gov.ma
www.invest.gov.ma
www.maroc.ma
www.smit.gov.ma
www.anrt.ma
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THE DIFFERENT STAGES OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE TRADE PREFERENTIAL SYSTEM AMONG
OIC MEMBER STATES (TPS/OIC)

COMCEC adopted the Declara- Framework Agreement was
tion of Intent for establishing a adopted by the COMCEC and
trade preferential system. presented to signature and
ratification.

2002 2004-2005
o o

Framework Agreement was First Round of Negotiations
ratified by 10 Member States. producing the PRETAS.

2006-2007 2010
o o

Second Round of Trade PRETAS was ratified by
Negotiations producing the 10 Member States.
TPS-OIC Rules of Origin.

2011 2014
[ [

Rules of Origin was ratified by More than 10 States ratified all
10 Member States. three agreements and submitted
concessions lists.

2015-2019
o

Submission of updated
concession lists (ongoing)

Source: COMCEC Coordination Office
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FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS

THE 8™ PLASTEXPO
CASABLANCA, 25™ - 28™ JUNE, 2019

The 8 PIASTEXPO 2019 was organi-
zed by the «Fédération Marocaine de
Plasturgie» in Casablanca from 25 to 28
June 2019, under the theme: “ Plastics
at the center of innovative industrial al-
liances”.

The PLASTEXPO is an international fair
for the plastics and packaging industry
in North Africa that takes place in Ca-
sablanca. It is visited by such a distin-
guished audience from all corners of
North Africa and is an excellent oppor-
tunity to showcase and implement pro-
ducts and technologies in this important
market.

This year the 8™ edition welcomed the
participation of 30 countries and recei-
ved more than 300 international exhibi-
tors from the Kingdom of Morocco (host
country), Qatar, Egypt, Turkey, India,
Spain, Italy, France... The event also re-
ceived more than 20.000 visitors inclu-

Q

th Edition

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION
o PLASTIC, R.
COMPOSITES

ano PETROCHEMICALS

25-2 8liune 201

= PLASTICS

= PETROCHEMICALS

= RUBBER AND COMPOSITES

= RAW MATERIALS

= MACHINES AND ACCESSORIES

= FINISHED AND SEMI-FINISHED
PRODUCTS

= RECYCLED PRODUCT

= PARTS AND TOOLS

www.plast-expo.ma

d Partnership
Glebal ||| minEs o ;
Jarrse ufi [T ropamessef/f
Partners
#ameiE @) SEDA Ghemical

ding buyer delegations from 10 countries.

After the opening of the Plast Expo 2019, the ICCIA
and the Moroccan Federation of Plastics signed a
Memorandum of Understanding in the presence of
Dr. El Hassane HZAINE, Director General of ICDT.
The three institutions met at the business lunch
with the delegation of the Chemicals and Fertilizer
Export Council of the Arab Republic of Egypt so as
to discuss their future collaboration. The head of
the Fairs and Exhibitions at AMDIE also attended
this meeting.

On this occasion, the ICCIA Secretary General,
Yousef Hasan Khalawi, and Dr. HZAINE presented
to the Egyptian delegation the plan intended for the
establishment of an Islamic plastics corporation.

The Arab Republic of Egypt’s Chemicals and Fer-
tilizer Export Council will study the feasibility of
such a project, and the Moroccan Plastics Fe-
deration and the Chemicals and Fertilizer Export
Council of the Arab Republic of Egypt will take
the lead in bringing this project to fruition with the
support of the ICCIA Secretary General. All par-
ties will take part in EGYPLAST scheduled to be
held in Cairo in January 2020 and will take the
opportunity to discuss the progress of this pro-
ject.

It is to be mentioned that ICDT held a stand for the
promotion of its services. The Centre also made
two presentations on the Plastic Sector and de-
dicated Trainingins in OIC Countries during the
seminar on plastics held on June 26, 2019.
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THE 9™ MUSLIM WORLD BIZ EXHIBITION AND CONFERENCE

‘E(ONOMI( GROWTH 4-6
, SEPT 2019
1%L YKV A KUALA LUMPUR
. wo Sl @ CONVENTION CENTRE
9" Muslim World Biz ‘@4 KLCC
e ' @ MALAYSIA
EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE T

SEPTEMBER 4-6, 2019
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

under the theme:
‘“Spearheading Sustainable Economic Growth”

This year’s edition will be held concomitantly with the OIC/ASIA Trade and Economic Forum which aims at
enhancing trade linkages and partnerships among both groups.

The Muslim World BIZ Forum is one of the leading Trade events in Asia and has the support of the Govern-
ment of Malaysia. The Event is composed of the following: Muslim World BIZ Exhibition 2019; OIC/ASIA
Trade and Economic Forum; Round Table Talk of Muslim Leaders 2019; Muslim World Women’s Summit
2019; The Jewels of Muslim World Award 2019; and The Muslim World Rania Award 2019.

We expect the participation from over 45 countries and 300 exhibitors taking up over 1000 exhibition
booths for the Muslim World BIZ Exhibition which shall provide business, networking & investment and
trade opportunities.

We are projecting 1200 delegates for the Conferences whereby in depth discussions and papers will be

tabled on ways to increase intra trade and tourism among the OIC Member countries as well as with Muslim
communities in non OIC countries by prominent International and Malaysian speakers.
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THE 7™ OIC HALAL EXPO
ISTANBUL - TURKEY - NOVEMBER 28™ - DECEMBER 15T, 2019

Being the largest exhi-
bition in the halal sector
organized in association
with the  Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(QIC), the 7™ edition of
Halal Expo is ready to
open its doors to exhibi-
tors and visitors from all
over the globe from No- .
vember 28" to Decem-
ber 1st, 2019 at Eurasia
Show and Art Center,
the newest exhibition
area of Istanbul.

TOICE

HALA
o BP0

Halal Expo is an annual
event organized in coo-
peration with the Islamic
Centre for Development
of Trade (ICDT), the
Standards and Metro-
logy Institute for Islamic
Countries (SMIIC), with
the support of Ministry
of Trade of Republic of
Turkey and other rela-
ted ministries and pu-
blic institutions of the il
Republic  of  Turkey.
Covering the area of
14,000 m?, the 6™ OIC
Halal Expo, which was
held from November 29

Wanider the au i f
PRESIDENCY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

Halal For All Generations:
"Importance of Family and Youth"

7" OIC HALAL EXPO

5" WORLD HALAL SUMMIT

28 November — 01 December 2019
Euraska Show and Art Center, Yenikapi / Istanbul / TURKEY

N H o § I

BEING THE LARGEST
EXHIBITION IN THE HALAL
SECTOR ORGANIZED IN
247 ASSOCIATION WITH THE
ORGANIZATION OF
ISLAMIC COOPERATION
(0IC), THE 7™ EDITION OF
HALAL EXPO IS READY TO
OPEN ITS DOORS TO EX-
HIBITORS AND VISITORS
FROM ALL OVER THE
GLOBE FROM NOVEMBER
28™ TO DECEMBER 1%,
2019 AT EURASIA SHOW
AND ART CENTER, THE
NEWEST EXHIBITION
AREA OF ISTANBUL.
HALAL EXPO IS AN AN-
NUAL EVENT ORGANIZED
IN COOPERATION WITH
THE ISLAMIC CENTRE
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
TRADE (ICDT), THE STAN-
DARDS AND METROLOGY
INSTITUTE FOR ISLAMIC
COUNTRIES (SMIIC), WITH
THE SUPPORT OF MINIS-
TRY OF TRADE OF RE-
PUBLIC OF TURKEY AND
~ | OTHER RELATED MINIS-
TRIES AND PUBLIC INSTI-
- TUTIONS OF THE REPU-
BLIC OF TURKEY. 22

Being organized si-
multaneously with the

Organiaed by;
053

to December 2, 2018,
hosted 316 national and international exhibitors
from 35 countries and more than 40,000 visitors
with the share of foreigners amounting to 4000
attendees. Further, the 6" OIC Halal Expo suc-
cessfully incorporated a series of B2B meetings
engaging more than 200 buyers from 25 countries
into this exceptional trade business event.

World Halal Summit un-
der the auspices of the Presidency of the Republic
of Turkey, the 7" OIC Halal Expo will offer an outs-
tanding exhibition area and a distinctive platform for
a broad range of workshops, meetings and events
as well as a new B2B Hosted Buyer Program with
the participation of professional delegates among
other activities related to the definition of halal.
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AGENDA OF ICDT’S UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
000000002019 0

ICDT’S UPCOMING SEMINARS, CONFERENCES & FORUMS

DATE

VENUE

ICDT’S UPCOMING FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS

16-17 Sept. 2019 Tunis Workshop on the techniques of trade in services negotiations
25-26 Sept. 2019 Istanbul Workshop on the agreement of trade and integration facilitation
30 Sept. - 1 Oct. 2019 Beyrouth Workshop on the technics of investment promotion
September 2019 Jeddah Workshop on trade defense measures (ICDT/BID)
September 2019 = Training workshop on Fairs Industry
30 Sept.-1 October 2019 Beyrouth Workshop on the Role of ECAs in unleashing
Investment & Business Opportunities
8-10 October 2019 Doha 14" WIEF Conference
17-18 October 2019 Casablanca | 37" session of ICDT’s Board of Directors
October 2019 - Seminar on Free Zones
5-7 November 2019 Ankara Seminar on Parks’ Management
November 2019 The Gambia | Workshop on value chains on sesame, peanuts and cashew
and Africa Arab Trade Bridge Forum
November 2019 Baku Trade Facilitation Agreement and Trade Integration Workshop

16-17 September 2019 Gabon Buyers/sellers meeting and exhibition on wood products and
its derivatives
24-26 September 2019 Marrakech Board of Directors of the Arab Union of Fairs and Congress

4-6 November 2019

Kuala Lumpur

Forum & Exhibition OIC BlZZ
Buyer/Seller Workshop and Seminar on Palm dates

28 Nov.- 1%t Dec. 2019 Istanbul 7" Exhibition of Halal Products of the OIC Member States

November 2020 Dakha Exhibition on fisheries and maritime economy of OIC Member
States

18-23 December 2019 Kuwait Exceptional edition on Tourism, Handcraft and Decoration of

the OIC Member States

UPCOMING REGIONAL & INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

30 Sept.- 2 October 2019 Oman Oman Union Forum

14-15 November 2019 Geneva Seminar of OIC Embassies in Geneva

20-21 November 2019 Baku Business Forum Azerbaijan/Arab Countries

20-22 November 2019 Istanbul Workshop on regional integrality and the framework agreement
of the English Speaking OIC Member States

25-28 November 2019 Istanbul 35" session of COMCEC

28 November 2019 Rabat Seminar on the Review of the OIC Economic and Commercial
Action and the celebration of the 50" Anniversary of the OIC

2-3 December 2019 Dakar Training Workshop on the OIC Plan of Action on
regional integration

9-10 December 2019 Tunis Regional Forum on Investment
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ICDT’S NEWS

THE FOURTH COORDINATION MEETING BETWEEN KUWAIT
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION COMPANY AND THE ISLAMIC CENTRE
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE

Within the framework of the cooperation
between the Islamic Centre for Development
of Trade and the State of Kuwait in the areas
of common interest, a delegation of the Kuwait
International Exhibition Company paid a visit to
the headquarters of ICDT from June 17 to 18,
2019 to hold the fourth coordination meeting on
the activities to be jointly organized, namely:

- the Exceptional Edition of the Exhibition of
Tourism, handicraft and decoration of the OIC
Member States to be held from December 18
to 23, 2019 in Kuwait City.

- Training workshop on e-marketing to the bene-
fit of businesswomen of OIC Member States.
This workshop will be held in conjunction with
the special session of the exhibition of tourism,
handicraft and decoration of the OIC Member
States and the training workshops for women
entrepreneurs.

- The 14" session of the food Industry Exhibi-
tion of the OIC Member States to be organized
in Kuwait in 2021 in conjunction with «Food
Expo».

€ \WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ISLA-
MIC CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
TRADE AND THE STATE OF KUWAIT IN
THE AREAS OF COMMON INTEREST, A
DELEGATION OF THE KUWAIT INTER-
NATIONAL EXHIBITION COMPANY
PAID A VISIT TO THE HEADQUARTERS
OF ICDT FROM JUNE 17 TO 18, 2019
TO HOLD THE FOURTH COORDINATION
MEETING ON THE ACTIVITIES TO BE
JOINTLY ORGANIZED. 33

It has been committed that the 13" session

will be organized in 2020 in Jeddah, referring
to the memorandum of understanding signed
with ICDT in May 2008. ICDT also suggested to
the Kuwaiti company to notify it about the other
exhibitions it would like to organize with 1CDT
during 2020.

- Launching of the OIC Exhibitions and Conferen-
ces Network. The latter will be officially launched
once submitted for approval to the members of
ICDT’s Board of Directors and the General Secre-
tariat of the OIC. The Chairmanship of the network
will be proposed to the State of Kuwait and ICDT
will ensure the secretariat of the network, and the
presidency of this network shall be carried out
periodically among the various Member States of
the OIC.

- Elaboration of a Study on «the possibilities of ex-
porting non-oil products to the State of Kuwait»

At the end of the meeting, both parties agreed
that the next meeting will be held on the sidelines
of the 35" ministerial session of the COMCEC
Committee to be held in November 2019.
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26 - 28 Nov. 2019
Jeddah Hilton Hotel

d ECD fa i r Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

SAUDI ARABIA'S
EXCLUSIVE INTERNATIONAL
DESIGN TRADE EXHIBITION

18 - 20 Nov. 2020
RICEC
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

DECOFAIR 2019 JEDDAH CONTACT: shereen.karkadan@reedsunaidiexpo.com
Mobile: +966 557255533

YEAR AFTER YEAR, DECOFAIR CREATES INCREDIBLE ENVIRONMENT BASED ON CREATIVE
SPIRIT AND HUNGER FOR DESIGN, NEW TRENDS AND INSPIRATION.

EXHIBITION
SECTORS

_ ; DESIGN MATERIALS &
FURNITURE LIGHTING KITCHEN & BATH SERVICES

INTERNATIONAL PALM OIL CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION 2019

http://pipoc.mpob.gov.my/

REESER
NOW.

Anhmed lbrahim,
MPOB Africa Regional Office

The MPOB International Palm Oil
second Announcement Congress and Exhibition (PIPOC) 2019
is a biennial event organised by the
Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB). PI-
POC will once again be held at the Kua-

WPOE INTERNATIONAL PALM DiL CONGRESS
AN EXHIBITION { PIPOC } 201

T .'-. 1?21 mwmm-

b
HALANCINGES | NOVEMBER . . . .
SESTAINARNITY L 2019 which offers a stimulating environment

_PILL \R§ : for conferences and exhibitions. It will
; % be one of the world’s largest palm oil

technical and trade congregations.

la Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC)
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CASABLANCA HOSTED THE WORKSHOP ON
POST-WTO ELEVENTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE (MC11)
TO THE BENEFIT OF THE OIC AFRICAN MEMBER STATES

ICDT and IsDB organized in collaboration with
the Secretary of State in Charge of Foreign Trade
of the Kingdom of Morocco a workshop on Post-
WTO Eleventh Ministerial Conference (MC11) to
the benefit of the OIC African Member States in
Casablanca on 26-27 June 2019.

The workshop was organized to discuss important
topics relating to the WTO negotiations, the Minis-
terial Decisions by MC11, the WTO reforms, the
Status of OIC Member States’ accession to WTO
and the future OIC Coordination for WTO issues
and to share views of the Representatives of the
OIC Countries in the OIC priorities of negotiations
within WTO and to tackle MC12 issues to be held
in Nur-Sultan, Republic of Kazakhstan on 8-11
June 2020.

The following countries participated in this works-
hop: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Cote
d’lvoire, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau,
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo, Tunisia,
Uganda and Morocco.

Experts from ICDT, IsDB and the WTO attended
the workshop and UNCTAD representative deli-
vered his presentation via a video on international

investment facilitation.

At the opening ceremony, the representative of
the Secretary of State in Charge of Foreign Trade
of the Kingdom of Morocco, the Director General
of ICDT and the Representative of the IDB Group
highlighted the importance of the WTO negotia-
tions, reforms, Ministerial Conferences themes of
negotiations, the Status of OIC Member States’
accession to WTO and future OIC Coordination for
WTO issues. They pointed out that the new WTO
issues are very important for the OIC Member Sta-
tes such as e-commerce, Investment Facilitation,
SMEs, Gender and Trade and domestic regula-
tions in services and WTO reforms.

The following themes were tackled on this occa-
sion: agriculture, fisheries subsidies, Safeguarding
and strengthening the dispute settlement system,
TRIPS non-violation, domestic regulations in servi-
ces and special and differential treatment for deve-
loping countries and LDCs, investment facilitation
for development, Trade & Women'’s Economic Em-
powerment, SMEs and E-commerce, Rule-ma-
king and Negotiations, Developmental Perspecti-
ves, State of Play of on-going work post MC11,
and also recent development on WTO Reform in-
cluding Improving efficiency and effectiveness of
the WTO’s monitoring and deliberative functions.
Besides, two special panels put an emphasis on
WTO Reform and impact on African OIC Countries
in one hand and on OIC Coordination mechanism
on WTO issues and Accessions.

During the debates, participants underscored
the importance of key issues such as: subsidies,
fisheries, domestic regulations on trade in services
including ecommerce, involvement of private sec-
tor in WTO Negotiations, development of national
investment promotion policies and need of joint
technical assistance of WTO, UNCTAD, IsDB and
ICDT for the benefit of OIC Countries in the field of

TIJARIS - Tssue 159 - May-July 2019 -



WTO issues including investment facilitation.
Representatives of the OIC Member States shared
their experiences on the latest development on the
WTO trade negotiations in their respective coun-
tries and WTO reforms.

The workshop ended with the following recom-
mendations:

- IsDB and ICDT to organize in collaboration with
relevant International institutions, especially WTO
and UNCTAD, workshops on trade in services,
notifications, SDT, negotiations techniques, WTO
reform and new issues including e-commerce for
the OIC Member States;

- to follow-up the issues relating to the Investment
facilitation within WTO and UNCTAD and to carry
on capacity building program on the Investment
bilateral and regional Agreements, policies and
dispute settlement;

- to hold a consultative meeting at the level of Ex-
perts and Ministers in order to prepare the MC12
to be held in Kazakhstan in June 2020;

- to follow-up the implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Study on the OIC Coordination
Mechanism in the WTO issues prepared by ICDT
and IsDB;

- the relevant OIC Institutions to prepare a paper
on WTO Reforms and related matters (MTS, Ap-
pellate Body appointment) in order to help the OIC
MS in this process;

- to support the OIC request to obtain the Obser-
ver status within the WTO;

- to carry on providing technical assistance to non-
WTO OIC Member Countries to accede to WTO
and encourage sharing experiences between OIC
Countries (such as with Morocco, Turkey, Malaysia
and Pakistan) via Reverse Linkage Programme of
IsDB in collaboration with ICDT and the WTO.

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY, FINANCE

& INVESTMENT NEWS

The Transform Africa Summit 2019 (TAS 2019)
is the Smart Africa flagship event. Following four
successful editions, the fifth summit took place in
kigali, Rwanda, from 14-17 May 2019.

It was presided over by President Paul Kagame,
who said on this occasion: “Africa has the fastest
growing youth population with more 140 million
young people now than a decade ago. By 2028,
the African continent will be hosting almost one
billion people under the age of 25. This young po-
pulation presents an opportunity to optimise the
adoption of technologies as the younger gene-
ration is eager to embrace the digital era”. This
edition was also addressed by other high-ranking
government and business leaders, as well as So-
phia, the world’s first robot citizen that has wowed
audiences, especially in the IT world, globally.

Under the theme «Boosting Africa’s Digital Eco-
nomy», the Summit attracted 4000 participants,
including Heads of States and Governements,
First Ladies, UN Broadband Commissioners, Re-
gulators, Public & Private Sectors, International

Organizations, Industry Leaders, Investors, En-
trepeneurs, Young Innovators, Civil Society and
Academia. All underlined that the transformation
of Africa depends on Digital economy which is
expected to enable the continent to more crea-
te jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities for its
bulging youth, who are estimated at over 50 per
cent of the population. The ICT and Innovation
Minister, Paula Ingabire, said that among the pre-
requisites for a digital economy include creating a
favourable investment climate to unlock financing
for emerging start-ups. “Investment is growing but
we need to leapfrog these opportunities and build
strategies that enable more favourable entrepre-
neurial climate, unlock more funding and facilita-
te young innovators to address the fundamental
African challenges with local solutions,” she said.
“Therefore, empowering them and easing their ex-
ploration into digital technologies is imperative to
enabling African transformation,” she said.

She noted that, so far, in regards to attracting capi-
tal, they have noted increased willingness by inves-
tors to inject financing into African tech startups.
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INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY, FINANCE

& INVESTMENT NEWS

THE 2"° NORTH AFRICA RENEWABLE ENERGY SUMMIT 2019

Under the support of Morocco Agency for Sus-
tainable Energy (MASEN), the 2" North Africa
Renewable Energy Summit 2019 (NARES 2019)
was held in Casablanca, Kingdom of Morocco, on
June 24"-25" 2019. The NARES 2019 not only
focused on the Solar and Wind powers develop-
ment in North Africa, but also involved the energy
storage future application in the North Africa re-
gion.

The summit attracted more than 300 leaders to
share the latest progress of the renewable indus-
try in North Africa. It paved a knowledge-sharing
platform to network with Developers, EPCs, Finan-
cers, Suppliers, etc. Focusing on Morocco, Tuni-
sia and Algeria, the Summit presented the updates
and forecasts of North Africa’s Renewables Deve-
lopment during this Two-Day-Summit.

Regarding the Kingdom of Morocco, as one of
the early adopters of renewable energy in North
Africa, the Kingdom looks to deploy about 1.5
GW of solar and wind capacity to target 42% re-
newables by 2020, and rise to 52% by 2030, with
the development around 500-700MW toward so-
lar and wind powers. Concerning the Republic
of Tunisia, in May 2018, Tunisia issued two re-
newable energy tenders totaling 1GW, including
a tender for 500MW of solar PV and 500MW of
onshore wind; while the Republic of Algeria has
announced In the early of 2018, that up to 170MW
of wind and solar power will be tendered in the
near future. In November, the Algerian Minister of
Energy, Mustapha Guitouni said Algeria aims to
produce 22,000 MW of electricity from renewable
sources by 2030. The 1%tphase involves 400 MW
of solar energy.

ASIA BLOCGKCHAIN SUMMIT 2019 (ABS 2019) HELD IN TAIPEI

Asia Blockchain Summit 2019 (ABS 2019), the
biggest blockchain event in Asia, took place in Tai-
pei, Taiwan, on July 2-3, 2019.

The event attracted more than 5,000 blockchain
industry elites and 300 top global companies.
Many activities were held by different companies
which livened up the week, making it a non-stop
celebration of “Taipei Blockchain Week.» Following
the popularity of last year’s ABS with 4000 people
participating, this year’s summit and Taipei Block-
chain Week included more than 10,000 people.

The ABS 2019 summit agenda covered 7 major
topics: the government and regulations, enter-
prises and blockchain, digital currency market,
blockchain ecology, disruptive financial innovation,
in-depth blockchain technology and the decentra-
lized future.

ABS 2019 welcomed many distinguished spea-
king guests from the blockchain industry, inclu-
ding world-renowned economist Nouriel Roubini,
BitMex Co-Founder/CEO Arthur Hayes, Binance
Co-Founder Yi He and CSO of Blockstream Sam-
son Mow.

At ABS 2019, public and private sectors from ban-
king group, major local enterprises, FSC, NDC, to
the Ministry of Economic Affairs jointly promoted
the development of the blockchain industry infras-
tructure, creating the so-called Blockchain Island.
With a friendly regulatory environment, talented
human resources and the superior location, Tai-
pei City became the perfect place for the Asian
blockchain Summit. With the worldwide influence
brought by ABS 2019, this event shall start a new
chapter for Asia’s industrial ecology, bringing new
opportunities to the blockchain world.

TIJARIS - Issue 159 - May-July 2019 -



ICDT'S LIBRARY

SAMPLES OF THE LATEST ACQUISITIONS

0 C\N:‘::&g: Eeanamdque pour Pfrigue

Commodities and Development
PROFIL DE PAYS [EIE03 Report E!I]‘l?

lIIII

Africa's Blue Economy:
A policy handbook

Feod id Aipricishtisne
Orgamization of the
mm Matlaay.

ATV

A s Ol o S by Vot COUNTRY PROFILE BelibE]
INDUSTRIALISATION B rivate Mcor
VERTE EN AFRIQUE

p

m, I3

<’r\r, WM_ \njﬁ_

i

) AT Tk MAURITANIA
RAPPORT ECONOMIQUE SUR LAFRIQUE i o Lyl By T2 61
Sharjah Riser rsugerates ihe fourlh iz
2016 v commpiscaon XU B
e |
w mﬂ?gmnmm: poir [Afrique s —
UNCTAD J @ 5 i
PROFILDERATS m External evaluation of
UNCTAD peer reviews on ) )
competition policy Industrie et économie verte
en Afrique du Nord
Enjeux, pratiques et enselgnements
e -
Aevabipmmns EL 10110y m . = = =

nrmartc | & -~
evaluatlon
logs Og‘i Zreievant STiSK

TUNISIE

TIJARIS - Issue 159 - May-July 2019 -




ICDT’S PARTICIPATION IN THE WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCES

RATIFICATION OF THE TRADE
FACILITATION AGREEMENT

The Trade Facilitation Agree-
ment (TFA) concluded in Bali in
December 2013 entered into
force on 22 February 2017,
following its ratification by two-
thirds of the WTO Members.

The last countries which have
ratified the TFA are: Namibia,
Djibouti, Papua New Guinea,
Cuba, Benin, Kuwait, Uganda
and Burkina Faso and Ca-
meroon (16 January 2019),
bringing the total number of
ratifications of the 164 WTO
members to 141.

Among the OIC Member Sta-
tes that have ratified the TFA,
we can mention 34 of the 141:
Malaysia, Niger, Togo, Pakis-
tan, Guyana, Cbte d>lIvoire,
Brunei, Mali, Turkey, the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates, Alba-
nia, Kazakhstan, Saudi Ara-
bia, Afghanistan, Senegal,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Gabon,

(PART IV)

Kyrgyzstan, Mozambique, Ni-
geria, Oman, Chad, Jordan;
Sierra Leone, Qatar, Gambia,
Indonesia, Djibouti, Benin,
Kuwait, Uganda, Burkina Faso
and Cameroon.

It should be noted that 114
countries have notified cate-
gory A of the TFA including 37
OIC countries, 76 countries
notified category B and 65
category C of the Agreement,
according to WTO data of 4th
March 2019.

20 OIC Member States have
notified Category B: Albania,
Guyana, Mozambique, Ni-
geria, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bahrain, Brunei,
Gambia, Mali, Malaysia, Niger,
Sierra Leone, Togo, Indonesia,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzs-
tan and Morocco.

17 OIC countries have notified
Category C of the TFA Agree-
ment: Albania, Guyana, Mo-
zambique, Nigeria, Pakistan,

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ba-
hrain, The Gambia, Mali, Niger,
Sierra Leone, Togo, Morocco,
Jordan, Kazakhstan and Kyr-
gyzstan.

We recall that 44 OIC Member
States are WTO Members with
Afghanistan which acceded
on 29 July 2016. Eleven OIC
Member States are in the pro-
cess of accession to the WTO.

In addition, ICDT organized
awareness-raising  seminars
between 2015 and 2017 with
the IDB>s Department of Eco-
nomic Integration on the WTO
Trade Facilitation Agreement to
encourage them to ratify this
agreement, to notify its catego-
ries A, B and C and contribute
to the development of trade of
the OIC countries with the rest
of the World.

SECTION 1l

ICDT’s ACTIVITIES REGARDING
THE WTO ISSUES

ICDT carried out several ac-
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tivities to serve OIC Member
States’ economic interests
with regard to WTO issues. In
implementation of COMCEC
“WTO - related resolutions”,
in particular the Resolution of
the Thirty-Third Session of the
COMCEC held during the pe-
riod 20 — 23 November 2017
in Istanbul which has reques-
ted ICDT and IDB to “submit a
Working Paper for the consi-
deration of the next COMCEC
meeting about Practical Op-
tions to increase OIC Ministers
of Trade Coordination vis-a-vis
recent developments in the ne-
gotiations at the WTO and to
formulate positions on priority
issues for OIC countries cur-
rently being proposed in the
WTQO”, ICDT and IDB prepared
a study which was submitted to
the relevant stakeholders and
OIC experts for their feedback,
remarks and comments. About
fifteen countries have comple-
ted the questionnaire. The Fi-
nal version of the Working Pa-
per was presented to the OIC
mission based in Geneva on
14th October 2018 and will be
submitted to the Thirty-Fourth
Session of the COMCEC.

Within the framework of the im-
plementation of COMCEC re-
solutions on WTO issues, ICDT
organized also several semi-
nars for the benefit of the OIC
Member States, in partnership
with IDB Group, WTO, UNC-
TAD, ITC and WCQO, in order
to increase OIC Member Sta-
tes’ awareness and to develop

their capacities in different in-
ternational trade fields regula-
ted by WTO agreements.

Workshop on the Mechanisms for
settlement of Trade and Invest-
ment Disputes among the 0IC
Member States, 20-21 February
2017, in Casablanca, Kingdom of
Morocco:

Within the framework of the im-
plementation of the relevant re-
solutions of the OIC organs and
technical assistance to Mem-
ber States in the development
of trade, the Islamic Centre for
Development of Trade (ICDT)
organized in collaboration with
the International Islamic Center
for Reconciliation and Arbitra-
tion (IICRA), a workshop on “the
Mechanisms for Settlement of
Trade and Investment Disputes
among the OIC Member States»
on 20" - 21st February 2017 in
Casablanca - Kingdom of Mo-
roCco.

This workshop aimed to develop
cooperation and coordination
among the OIC Member States
on reconciliation and arbitration
mechanisms for the settlement
of trade and investment dispu-
tes, with an emphasis on the
operationalization of provisions
for settlement of disputes rela-
ting to the relevant agreements
of the OIC, including:

- Agreement on Promotion, Pro-
tection and Guarantee of Invest-
ments among the OIC Member
States;

- The General Agreement on
Economic, Technical and Com-
mercial Cooperation among the
OIC Member States;

- The Framework Agreement
on Trade Preferential System
among the OIC Member States;
Protocol on the Preferential Tariff
Scheme for TPS-OIC (PRETAS);
The TPS-OIC Protocol on Rules
of Origin.

The following countries took
part in this seminar; Cameroon,
Turkey, Palestine and Morocco.
Experts from the following na-
tional and international organi-
zations also participated: The
International Chamber of Com-
merce of Morocco (ICC Mo-
rocco), The French Chamber
of Commerce and Industry of
Morocco (CFCIM), The Union of
Chambers and Commodity Ex-
changes of Turkey (TOBB), The
Moroccan Association of Expor-
ters (ASMEX), The World Trade
Organization (WTO), The United
Nations Commission on Inter-
national Trade Law (UNCITRAL),
The International Islamic Center
for Reconciliation and Arbitra-
tion (IICRA), The United Nations
Conference on Trade and Deve-
lopment (UNCTAD), and the Is-
lamic Centre for Development of
Trade (ICDT).

To be continued)
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INTRA-OIC TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

THE TRADE PREFERENTIAL SYSTEM AMONG THE MEMBER STATES
OF THE ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION (PART IV)

Workshop on ICDT/IDB joint stu-
dy to increase 0IC Member Sta-
tes Coordination vis-a-vis WTO
issues, OIC Mission in Geneva,
19-20 October 2018.

Referring to the Resolution N°
52 of the Thirty-Third Session
of the COMCEC held during the
period 20-23 November 2017
in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey
which has requested ICDT and
IsDB Group to submit a wor-
king paper for the consideration
of the next COMCEC meeting
about Practical options to in-
crease OIC Ministers of Trade
Coordination vis-a-vis recent
developments in the negotia-
tions at the WTO and to formu-
late positions on priority issues
for OIC Countries currently
being proposed in the WTO,
ICDT and IDB in collaboration
with OIC Permanent Repre-
sentative in Geneva, organised
a Workshop on this theme in
Geneva, Switzerland on 19-20
October 2018 .

The objectives of this workshop
are to review the draft study and
gather the observations and
comments made by Member
States (MS) in one hand and on
the other hand to elaborate prac-
tical recommendations to better
enhance common coordination
mechanisms between Member
States in WTO matters.

The Workshop was attended by
the following representatives of
the OIC Permanent Missions in
Geneva: Niger, Algeria, Saudi
Arabia, Morocco, Sudan, Pales-
tine, Pakistan, Oman, Albania,
Bangladesh, Mali, Djibouti, Se-
negal, Gabon, Turkey, Maldives,
Brunei, Pakistan, Jordan, Co-
moros, Yemen and Kazakhstan.

Training Workshop on «Trade
Preferential System among the
Member States of the Organisa-
tion (TPS/ 0IC) and Multilateral
Trading System «, Khartoum, Re-
public of Sudan, 17-18 December
2018

Within the framework of the im-
plementation of the 33 Session
of the COMCEC held in Istanbul,
Republic of Turkey on 23-26 No-
vember 2017 resolution relating
to TPS-OIC and other relevant
Resolutions of the Ministers of
Foreign Trade of the OIC Coun-
tries, particularly those relating
to the raising awareness of the
Framework Agreement on Trade
Preferential System among OIC
Member States (TPS/OIC) and
its protocols, the Islamic Centre
for Development of Trade, the
COMCEC Coordination Office
(CCO) and the Islamic Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture  (ICCIA)  organized
in collaboration with the Minis-
try of Trade and Industry of the

Republic of Sudan, a training
Workshop on Trade Preferen-
tial System among the Member
States of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (TPS — OIC)
and Multilateral Trading System
in Khartoum, Republic of Sudan
on 17-18 December 2018.

The workshop aimed at raising
the awareness of Sudan officials
and business stakeholders of the
TPS-0IC implementation and its
benefits. It also provided an in-
teractive discussion that helps
participants to address some of
the issues and challenges faced
by the Sudanese government
in completing the ratification
process of the TPS-OIC and its
protocols (PRETAS and Rules of
Origin (ROQ)).

More than 60 Participants from
Sudan Public and Private Sector
senior officials such as Ministry
of Industry and Trade, Ministry
of Finance and Economic Plan-
ning, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, Ministry of Animal Re-
sources, Ministry of Minerals,
Ministry of Justice, Sudanese
Standards Organization, Cus-
toms Authority, Federation of
Chambers of Commerce, Sea
Port Corporation, Federation of
Chambers of Industry, National
Secretariat WTO in Sudan, Na-
tional Agency for Export Insu-
rance and Finance, Marine Ports
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INTRA-OIC TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

Authority, Customs Clearance
Agents Association and also
COMCEC Coordination Office,
ICCIA and ICDT attended this
workshop.

After the recitation of Verses
from the Holy Qura’n, state-
ments of the Representatives of
the Ministry of Trade and Indus-
try of Sudan, COMCEC Coor-
dination Office, ICCIA and the
Director General of ICDT were
presented. The Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Trade and In-
dustry made an opening speech
in which H.E. welcomed organi-
zers and underlined the impor-
tance of the TPS/OIC in promo-
ting intra-OIC trade and market
integration of the OIC Member
States and the role played by
COMCEGC, ICDT and ICCIA in
enhancing trade cooperation
among Member States.

The Representative of COM-
CEC Coordination Office read
out the statement of his Direc-
tor General who mentioned the
role played by its Institution to
better energize the cooperation
between OIC Member States
within a framework of COMCEC
Strategy, Working Groups and
Project Funding and notably in
raising awareness of TPS/OIC in
the field of trade facilitation and
encourage Sudan to be more
active in COMCEC activities.

He concluded that for the suc-
cessful implementation of the
System, some internal measu-
res are also required to be un-
dertaken by the Member Coun-
tries such as; printing TPS-0OIC

Certificate of Origin documents,
conveying specimen impres-
sions of stamps to the Trade Ne-
gotiating Committee Secretariat
and completing the necessary
internal legislative and adminis-
trative measures.

The Representative of ICCIA
read out the message of H.E The
President of ICCIA and thanked
ICDT for their initiative in orga-
nizing the workshop and Sudan
for hosting it. He highlighted
the role of ICCIA in promoting
the significance of TPS/OIC in
strengthening the commercial
cooperation and emphasized
the role of private sector in the
assisting expediting the opera-
tionalization of TPS/OIC as well
as contribution of all stakehol-
ders in realizing its objectives.

The Director General of ICDT
raised the importance of TPS/
OIC in facilitating intra-OIC Trade
and its impact on OIC Foreign
trade and encouraged Sudan
to speed up the ratification of
TPS/OIC and its protocols and
benefit from offers of the other
participating countries.

After delivering statements,
ICDT, COMCEC, ICCls and Mi-
nistry of Trade and Industry of
Sudan made presentations on
the following topics:

- Presentation of the Ten-Year
Programme of Action (2016-
2025) of the Organization of Isla-
mic Cooperation for enhancing
intra-OIC trade;

- Presentation on the Trade
Cooperation and TPS-OIC in

the COMCEC Strategy;

- Presentation on the Current
Status of the TPS-OIC: Basic
Features of the System and the
Way Forward;

- Presentation of the Framework
Agreement on the Trade Prefe-
rential System among the OIC
Member States (TPS/OIC);

- Provisions of the TPS/OIC;

- Structures and the negotia-
tions methods;

- Presentation of the outcomes
of the First Round of Trade Ne-
gotiations;

- Presentation on the Protocol
on the Preferential Tariff Scheme
For TPS-OIC (PRETAS);

- Presentation on the Protocol of
the Rules of Origin of the TPS/
OIC;

- Economic integration, Legal
impact of the TPS the WTO pro-
visions and RTAs /OIC;

- Impact of the TPS/OIC on Su-
dan Foreign Trade;

- Presentation of the procedures
of the accession of Sudan to the
TPS/OIC Agreement and WTO;
Membership procedures to TPS/
OIC and technical instruments;
Technical assistance of ICDT
and IDB in the operationaliza-
tion of the TPS/OIC Agreement
and WTO Issues.

All participants mentioned the
importance of the workshop
which allow them to understand
TPS/OIC and its protocols and
its role to enhancing intra-OIC
Trade with Sudan and its private
sector.

To be continued
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INTRA-OIC TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

LIST OF THE MEMBER STATES WHICH HAVE SIGNED AND/OR RATIFIED THE TRADE PREFERENTIAL AGREEMENTS AMONG
THE OIC MEMBER STATES AND ITS PROTOCGOLS (AS OF APRIL 2018)

Source: COMCEC, OIC GS, ICDT

Agreements

TPS/OIC

PRETAS

RUES OF ORIGIN

Countries

Signed

Ratified

Signed

Ratified

Signed

Ratified

DOCUMENTS
SUBMITTED OF LIST
OF CONCESSIONS

Bahrain

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Bangladesh

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Benin

*

*

*

Brunei Darussalam

Burkina Faso

Cameroon

Chad

Comoros

Cote d’lvoire

Djibouti

Egypt

Gabon

The Gambia

Guinea

Guinea Bissau

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Jordan

Kuwait

Lebanon

Libya

Malaysia

Maldives

Mauritania

Morocco

Niger

Nigeria

Oman

Pakistan

Palestine

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Sudan

Syria

Tunisia

Turkey

UAE

Uganda

TOTAL

42

32

33

18

32

17

14
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